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INTRODUCTION. 
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AFTER an amount of search and re-search out of all 
proportion to the importance of the matter, as well 
on my own part as on that of literary friends at Gray's Inn 
and elsewhere, I am unable to add one scintilla of biogra- 
phic fact concerning the author of the Curtaine-Drawer be- 
yond what is in the title-page, viz., that he was " W. Parkes" 
— whether William or Walter or other Christian name is 
nowhere recorded — "Gentleman, and sometimes (= some- 
time) Student in Bamards Inne." "Gentleman" reminds 
us of the almost invariable addition of it to his name in 
title-pages and elsewhere by Nicholas Breton ; and he 
was well-born, as I hope in due time and place to show. It 
warrants us in thinking the same of Parkes — all the more 
that as the early Chroniclers tell quaintly, only "gentlemen," 
of gentle blood not mean, could afford to enter any of the 
great Inns of Court "Barnard's Inne" in association with 
Gray's Inn, held a historic position of honour ; and those 
who mind to get at its story may consult the annotated 
editions of Sir John Fortescue's De Laudibus Legum Anglia^ 
and also the special histories of the Inns of Court Fire 
and neglect combined, have destroyed MS. Lists once known 
to exist, wherein doubtless the name of our Parkes should 
have appeared. As things are at present, his personality is 
of the most shadowy kind. Certes Mr. J. P. Collier's guesses 



vi Introdtution. 

that he printed his slender tractate "because the price would 
aid him in his necessities," imagines " necessities," of which 
there is not a tittle of evidence — not to say that a sixpenny 
or at most a shilling book would only very slightly relieve 
such (supposititious) "necessities." "We apprehend," says 
the same, "that he wrote his book because he could sell it" 
— a truism surely.* 

Turning from the man to his very noticeable book, few 
who have really read it will dispute that Francis Douce — 
who was apparently the first to call attention to it, in his 
Illustrations of Shakespeare^ etc, (vol. ii, p. 75) — did not 
over-estimate the Curtaine-Drawer when he pronounced 
that it proved him to be a man " of great ability and poeti- 
cal talents." He wields in a strong hand the whip of a 
genuine Satirist. He has a quick eye, a fluent and ready 
tongue, sparkle of Pantagruelesque humour, inevitable out- 
spokenness, and he holds up the mirror to whoever and 
whatever passed before him. In the closing poem, "A 
meditation of the vanity of all vanity," which (save the 
mark !) Mr. J. P. Collier calls "tedious," there are very re- 
markable, almost Shakespearian, delineations of the " tri- 
umphs" of " respectlesse Death," as well as the oddest con- 
ceits. Moreover one asks if Pope had not read the Curtaine- 
Drawer here } (Cf. p. 67, 11. 22-3, etc.) Fine too is the 
rippling into octo-syllabics at the close. The " Epitaphs" 
for the Lawyer, Usurer, Courtier, Countryman, Citizen, 
Physician, and Harlot, have rare touches and salt of wit. 
In the main Verse there is the swing and ring of "glorious 
John" himself; and not a few terse and memorably-put 

• Bib. Account cf Early English Literature, vol. ii, p. 104. 



Introdtution, vii 

things. Our Notes and Illustrations point out interesting 
allusions and words and things. Thither the student- 
Reader is referred. And so I have the pleasure of rescuing 
from the perils of extreme rarity (if indeed the Bodleian 
be not a unique exemplar) a racy, matterful, suggestive 
picture of our forefathers as they lived in Elizabethan- 
Jacobean days. I have heartily to thank the Rev. W. E. 
Buckley, M.A., for a careful re-collation of the proof- 
sheets of my transcript. As hitherto, ours is a re-produc- 
tion, page for page, line for line, word for word of the 
original. I have accentuated a few words and left the &lac6s 
UtttC marking in others, and corrected occasional self-reveal- 
ing misprints, English and Latin. The original is chiefly 

in 6lacfclettec> 

ALEXANDER B. GROSART. 

Fram my study ^ 

St, Georges, tsi Sept^mbey^ i8j6» 
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The Curtaine-Drawer 

of the World : 

OR, 

The Chamberlaine of that great 

^nne of Iniquity. 



Where Vice in a rich embroidred Gowne of 
Veluet, rides a horfe-backe like a ludge, 

AND 

Vertue in a thrid-bare Cloake full of patches, 
goes a foote like a Drudge. 

Where he that hath moft mony may be bed merry, 

and he that hath none at all, wants a friend, he fhal daily, ^^' v/ VT^ 

haue caufe to remember to grieuefor, (c ' • 'fl^ )«) 



By W, Parkes Gentleman, and fometimes Stu- 
dent in Barnards Inne. 



Trahit fua quemq\ voluptas, 
Aiiamen nocet empia dolore. 



L ONDO N, 

Printed for Leonard Becket^ and are to be fold at the Temple 
neere to the Church. 1612. 
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TO THE READER. 

F any wonder where this Inne is plac'd, 
I Where Wealth is honored, Pouerty difgrac d, 
Know that we haue no leffe vnto our fceane, 
Then the whole world the fubie6l that we meane. 
If of this Curtaine-Drawer any wonder, 
Part but the Curtaine and the Hand afunder 
And Hees a Drawer \ and that Trade you know 
Is common in each place, as Scould or Shrow : 
Of Drawers many forts the world affoords, 
Some draw by deeds, fome onely draw by words. 
Ther's Women-Drawers, whom fond men bewaile, 
With ruin'd ftates in Spittle and in Gayle. 
And they the name we giue them, merit well, 
Who draw both purfe and body, foule to hell. 
In whofe aluring beauties, and their fmiles. 
Lye HookeSj and Serpents, bayted ore with wiles. 

1. Therefore beware the Harlot, fhun her doore, 
If Diues vfe her. Dines will be poore. 

Ther's Vfurers and Scriueners, and they draw 
Men into bonds, and compaffe of the Law. 

2. And therefore warily efchew their ginne : 
For paine brings forth what pleafure vfher d in. 
The bird with eafe into the net doth glide. 
But out fhe cannot get : for there fliee s tide. 

Ther s Lawyers, that by vertue of the tongue, 
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TO THE READER. 

Draw to thefelues great wealth, yet right not wrog. 

3. And therefore rather then by law contend, 
Giue halfe thy right to make a quyet end, 
Who tir'd and wafted, thought this counfell bad 
In the beginning, wifht in the end he had. 

Phyjitians likewife draw themfelues great wealth 
From patients, hoping they are Gods of health, 
When oftentimes they empty but the purfe, 
Giue loathfome drugges, and make the body worfe. 

4. Let wanton, more then ficke, my Lady take 
Phyficke of pleafure, if her finger ake. 

But to the wife, this leffon will I giue. 
The lefTe he take the longer (hall he Hue. 
There are a people that the world doth call. 
By many names, yet nere a good at all. 
And they like FoxeSy draw into their den. 
Some that the wide world neuer view agen : 
For there they leaue them vnder locke aud key. 
Hard to get out, but harder for to pay. 

5. Beware of Suretifhip, the Lenders booke, 
And do not leap (be fure) before thou looke. 
Who keeps his day & then wipes out his fcore, 
Cares not a point for Counter, Kings-head dore. 

Ther s no man lining that the world can free. 
But hee's a Drawer in fome one degree. 
The word is common therefore, and the vfe. 
But much more common is the vile abufe. 
This Curtaine-drawer though you do not fee, 
In euery place where Drawers common be, 
Yet know he is more vulgar, though his fhroud 
Inclofe him lurking vnderneath a cloud. 

And 



TO THE READER. 

And you (hall finde him oftentimes fo neere you, 
That in the whifpering of a thought he'l heare you. 
You cannot make a motion, thinke amiffe. 
But at your Elbow ftraight his Curtaine is. 
You cannot plot a mifchife, looke awry. 
But with his Curtaine comes he by and by. 
Ther's not a Murder, Treafon, Sinne committed, 
But hee's an a<5lor, cannot be acquitted. 
Ther's not a Maidenhead that's bought or fold, 
A falfe Oath fworne, nor lying Tale that's told, 
But hee's the pay-mafter, and tunes the tongue. 
To do that mifchife, to commit that wrong. 
He drawes the drawer, and he chalkes the way. 
He fmooths the path that makes the world to ftray. 
At Wejlminjler hee s daily thrufting fees 
In priuate, to bad ends, when no man fees 
Int' Lawyers Fijls^ and neuer leaues the barre. 
Whole Tearmes together, but doth make & marre, 
Euen at his pleafure, nere refpe<5ls the caufe, 
But bribes out luftice, and perverts the lawes. 
And though the truth lye leuell to the eye. 
Yet luftice by his meanes, lookes oft awry. 
For feuen yeares, I dare be bold to fay, 
Hath he prolong d a matter of one day. 
In Shops and Ware-houfes he hath a care. 
To helpe poore Trade-fmen how to fell their ware. 
In Court he likewife fometimes fets his foot. 
Where Ladies paint, he fhewes them how to doo't 
And Brokers, by a tricke that he hath taught. 
For euery pawne they take, their Bill cryes bought. 
Vertue is bankerout, dares not (hew his face, 
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TO THE READER. 

And vice doth triumph like a Sergeants mace. 

The World he hath peruerted, Confcience fold, 

For filthy lucre, auarice and gold. 

He is more dangerous then a Wlioore i'th flew, 

And more deceitfuU then an aged leiv. 

More fubtill wily then a Fox in prey. 

More fierce then Tygers, reftleffe as the day. 

Vnwearied, labouring where ere he goes, 

To hide ranke poyfon vnder golden fhowes. 

He hath taught the Brother to deceiue the Brother, 

Inftru6led one friend to betray another : 

And in his mifcheife he fo well proceeds, 

That Words are nothing without Bonds or Deeds, 

He is all Treafon, and where ere he lurkes. 

His Malice plotteth, and his Mifchife workes. 

If filly Women harken to his call, 

Stand how they will, they (hall be fure to fall. 

If Trade/men will but pra6life his aduice, 

DeceitfuU (hall their Wares be, deere their price. 

PhyJitianSf if they but imbrace his motion, 

Temper their Patients many a fruitleffe potion. 

To LawyerSy if his counfell be not worfe, 

Hee'l haue the Confcience equall to the Pur/e. 

Of VfurerSy of Brokers, and of Baudes, 

Their trade and trafficke he commends, applauds. 

Hee's totall mifchiefe, fallacy, deceit. 

And lyes in ambu(h like a Thiefe in wait, 

To murder Innocents, let none come neere him. 

For he in-venomes all the eares that heare him. 

If that he get but audience, hee'l prevaile, 

Obtaine his purpofe when a thoufand faile. 

In 






TO THE READER. 

In darkneffe, when the day puts on her mafke, 

Then he betakes him to his chamber taflce. 

Where all in fecret, where no eye beholds, 

The luftfull Louer in his armes infolds. 

His proftrate obie6l to whof^/i^efuU prey, 3- 

He draws the Curtaine, and he turnes the Key. 

Ther's not the luftfull a6lion done or plotted, 

But hee's the Cliamberlaine thereto alotted. 

He foothes the humor, and he makes the Bed, 

And then lyes laughing ore the Tejlers head. 

If any perfon blinded he hath wonne, 

With heedleffe feet in groffeft crimes to run. 

After the accomplifhment of fuch a fin, 

The agent forroweth, but his ioyes begin. 

He laughes to fee the World fwolne big with Pride, 

At all the fundry feuerall fins befide. 

He laughes at Confcience^ banifh^d the Land, 

At Pittie loft-heart. Charities dry'd hand. 

He laughes to fee Luft open wide her doore, 

As if that Hell were cloyd, and would no more. 

He laughes at Gluttony, that like a facke 

Crams in the belly, till the guts do cracke. 

At Drukennejfe that walkes along the ftreet. 

The head vnable to dire6l the feet. 

The groffeft fin was euer was intended, 

Hath he accompliflit, ere it could be ended, 

Within the world was neuer mifchiefe borne, 

But he was Mid-wife : after laughs to fcorne 

Father and Mother, thofe that bore and bred 

That which he firft conceived in the head. 

And thus we haue Anatomized and fliowne 

This 
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TO THE READER. 

This Curtaine-drawer heretofore vnknowne, 
Haue puld the Majke and Vifor from his face, 
And fet him open in the Market place, 
Fix^d a copious Scedule ore his head. 
Where all his mifchiefes are inregeftred. 
Whereof if any one would further know. 
This Booke conceales not, but at large doth fhow. 
The which who buyes & reads, this good fhal haue, 
To know hereafter how to fhun a Knaue. 







To this waxing waning World, 
'that fometimes hath bene better. 

To the riotous, diftempered, prodigious, gene- 
ration of her Children, that neuer were worfe. 




The World to her Children. 

I O N N E S and Daughters, you have 
' done me wrong, dealt with mdc perfidi- 
^ oufly, as you deale one with another, 
, pul'd from my backe the very robe of my 
-. array, the Ornament of gold that your 
3 forefathers had inverted me with : and 
in ftead thereof wrapt me in a fliroud of lead, bereft me of 
the Titles of my dignitie and honour with Adamantine 
eares are you all imbofomcd, Confcietice, Charity, Fideli- 
ty, Simplicity, and Modejly, banifhed all the Regions of 
the earth, and haue no refting place within the lai^e cir- 
cumference that I infold within my armes : and in ftead 
thereof Vice in rebellion, like another Hauns Leyden, or 
lack Cade, hath drawne vnto it all the rebels of nature, 
the fubuerters of humane Societies, Pride with an Armie 
ten times more populous then euer Xerxes was, led on by 
a troope of Citizens fantaftically attired, to fight under her 
banner, marcheth forward to fubuert hofpitality : from 
the which the women (Hke fo many warlike Amazon^ 
had rather trans-forme themfelnes into golden Butter- 
flyes, then to be exempted, fhutting vp her gates that were 
B wont 



2 The World to tier Children, 

wont to ftand wide open, to giue way to all commers, (hut- 
ting downe her chimnyes that were wont to fend out their 
fmoake in great abundance, like the mouthes of fo many 
full difcharged Canons, creating (as it were) new Clouds, 
and new Firmaments, teftifying the heat of their Kit- 
chins within, and proceeding with fuch fury and violence, 
that a Gentleman of ancient and able reuenue, dares fcarce 
once in feauen yeares keepe a Chriftmas in his Country- 
hall, lead he fhould be blowne vp by the mines of this Ar- 
my of Vanity. Not a Seruing-man dare appeare in a 
blew coat, not becaufe it is the livery of Charity^ but left he 
(hould bee thought a retainer to their enemy. Forwards 
ftil doth it march, and bigger daily doth it grow, that (hort- 
ly there will be none to withftand it. Euery Kingdome of 
all my dominions is thus fondly poffeffed alike, and their 
colour is difplayed throughout all my regiment : it is the 
liuery of Sommer, and the child of youth, yet put on by 
the aged more frofty then winter : Some weare it on the 
backe, fome weare it in the heart, fome in gefture, fome 
weare it in lookes, and worne it is of all, from the Palace- 
dweller to him that fleepesr in a thatcht cottage. Cunning 
was the Artificer that firft ftiaped the garment that fits all 
bodies, & pleafeth all minds, that time diftates not, that fo- 
ciety lothes not. Wonders, though neuer fo great, are foone 
blowne ouer. If a Lawyer fliould by chance giue as much 
breath gratis as he takes an Angell for, the Diuell might 
foone haue it forgotten, and his kindneffe buried. A Wo- 
man that hath liued ten yeares with a kinde hufband, that 
dyes at laft no Lord, yet within nine dayes after forgets 
him and thinkes of being a Lady. If a Ufurer fhould once 
in his whole life lend money gratis^ for the which he neuer 
takes leffe, but oftentimes more then ten in the hundred, 
with many other circumftances before the attaining, with- 
in nine daies after the Diuell may borrow him, & he be for- 
gotten, as if he had neuer beene remembred. I haue done 
that which all my children negleft to doe, turnd mine eyes 

into 
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The World to her Childrefi. 3 

into mine owne bofome, where I fee at once all the King- 
domes of the earth, all the rankes, and fefts, and degrees of 
men and women, my fonnes and daughters, from the King 
that fits on the Throne, to him that tugges at the Oare, I 
fee the rich oppreffe the poore, the lender the borrower, the 
Court the Country. luftice oppreffed by the Law^ Con- 
fcience by Coiutoufneffey Deceit ftretcheth out her hand, 
and euery one is ready to ioyne in familiarity with her, ftie 
comes with confidence, as your gallant Tearmer or So- 
iourner comes to your Citizen, to whom the very doores 
flye open, and entertainement willingly embraces, be- 
caufe he prefageth a profitable gueft : euen fo this Miftres 
of mifteries promifeth no leffe, performeth no more, fpee- 
deth as eafily. Sometimes ftie walkes in the habit of a wo- 
man, and through her wiles, allurements, and wanton be- 
hauiours, drawes into her lap the fons and fms of a whole 
Kingdome, brings a thoufand to beggery, yet enricheth 
not herfelfe. Sometimes ftie allures in the habit of a Citi- 
zen, and fometimes like a lugler, that I am made a right 
Englands ioy, a Theater of delufion, I clip'd the Iron age, 
O that I could bee reftored to my former purity, that I 
could wipe off the ftaines that pollute my body, laid on by 
the hands of my vndutifull children. 

O that my ftreames, my Brookes and Riuers might 
flow againe full with milke, and the luftiious fugar of the 
Kane, that my trees might drop hony, that I might attaine 
my golden ornaments, and glorious titles againe ! that the 
earth would yeeld her continuall fruits and haruefts with- 
out the daily labour & manuring of man, that tliofe bounds 
and limits, with the couetous hands of moderne inclofers 
haue lately meafured forth, and dambd vp & intitled their 
owne, (reducing community to a propriety) might bee 
throwne open againe, that no tongue might euer hereafter 
pronounce thofe phrafes of Mine and Thine, 

When thefe things were thus vnknowne, and vntitlcd, 
a good and happy world was I then. The generation of 
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men were vnborne and vnbegotten that haue fince made 
me A quantum mutatus ab illoy that haue dried vp my ri- 
uers, and polluted the fweet and white waters thereof, 

\ fhaken the leaues off my trees, mangled the earth, plowed 

A the Sea, builded habitations, and called them after their 

% owne names. 

f Then the Stues was not heard of in Rome, nor the dif- 

eafe thought of in France, nor Turne-bull-Jlreet fituated 
in London. Then Noblemens chimneys vfed to fmoake, 
& not their nofes : Englifhmen without, were not Blacka- 
moores within, for then Tobacco was an Indian, vnpickt 
and vnpiped, now made the common luy-bufti of luxury, 
the Curtaine of diftionefly, the proclaimer of vanity, the 
drunken colourer of Drabby falary. Then purfes of gold 
might haue flood open by the high-way fide, and no hand 
but the owners would haue taken them vp, which now 
fcarce lye fafe vnder ten lockes and keyes, at a Sermon in 
a Kings Chappell. 

Innocent was then that eare which is now guilty of all 
the finnes vnder the Sunne, it had not then committed 
murder nor theft, nor was it then the common heire of 
damnation, it was then fo eftimable, it commanded not all 
things, was not feconded with fuch authority : it could not 
peruert iuflice, fubvert honefty, driue chaftity out of a 
Kingdome, & determined not life and death ; could not ran- 
fome an offendor for which the deftitute in the fame 
aftion muft dye, as if the law were not generall, were a 
Spiders web. It was not then a Lord to make Ladyes, 
it could not matrimonize age & youth, it took not the wal of 
honefly, Jurne-bull-Jlreet had not then one Whoore, not 
two Ale-houfes, that hath now almoil nothing elfe: not 
one Broker had all Hounds-ditch, which is now able to 
make ten Juries, and cloath all the naked Sauadges in 
Virginia, with the fkins or cafes that the vnwily ferpents 
of our age haue caft, or rather haue beene puld from, and 
ftript, by creeping into too narrow Angles and corners, 
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Brothels and Bowling-allies, like a company of wild Goats 
ranging vp and downe a briery foreft, leauing here, & there 
a ragge, till at laft they themfelues go halfe naked : Then 
were there not halfe fo many puling Ballet-mongers, nor a 
quarter of fo many fafhions, nor halfe a quarter of fo ma- 
ny Taylors, Poets and Taylors as they here ftand with- 
in the length of a paire of ftieares together, fo in their Arte 
& vfe in the world, they differ not much. The Poet ftands 
all vpon invention: fo doth the Taylor. The Poet firft 
cafts his plot, then diuides his Sceane : fo the Taylor firft 
his ftuffe, then his fafhion, then diuides it into feuerall 
fkirts and quarters, in the end knits it all together in an e- 
quall proportion, fo makes his garment. So likewife the 
Poet. Laftly they onely, but greatly, differ in this, that the 
Taylor couers all fecrets, and the Poet layes all open. 

Then was not I cloyed with fo many Idle Pamplets, 
nor Pamphlet ftitchers. If a fearch had b^en made neuer fo 
curioufly betwixt Temple-barre and Pauls, was not aboue 
two to be found, now drawne to a large multiplication, 
but a greater wonder in all that circuit, not one Cuckold 
to be found : if there be any now let the hufbands not care, 
fo they know it not. 

Alaffel how many beare fuch Jhantelejfe blowes 

Which he thatjlrikes, but not the hufband knowes ? 
But be careleffe, not inquifitiue therein, put vp as their 
wiues haue done, and they may paffe for honeft men a- 
mongft their neighbours, keep themfelues from poynting 
at thefe monfter-makers, as they are for the moft part 
Forreiners, fo worke inwardly : yet if they bee found out 
in their vnlawfuU trading, they may iuftly bee baniftied to 
the fuburbs. 

In thofe times was great fcarcity of Lawyers, but there 
was then but little contention : which now, though they 
are well multiplyed, and too many, yet there is fcarce 
enough to keepe Peace a foot : for the world in contention, 
like a pot ouer-heated and inraged, is ready to run ouer for 
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all the blafts they can coole it with, and for want of more 
forreiners are inforced to make vp the number. 

One Church-man now a dayes diuides himfelfe into 
fixe rather then a Benefice (hall (land empty, becaufe 
the number thereof are no greater : and the fame Diuell 
hath fuch a ftrong hand in euery ones heart, that one man 
would diuide himfelfe into ten perfons if it were poflible, 
but to (hare their gaines. 

Lo thus and thus are all my children inclined, whileft 
I, like a wofuU mother, condoling their miferies, forget 
mine owne, and whither I am brought: If I bee worfe 
then I haue beene, thanke yourfelues that haue made me, 
euery one amend one, and I (hall bee the better: fit not 
all ftill to fee who firft begins, whileft none leads the way, 
but fet forward fome that the reft may follow : if there bee 
but one good example, let hundreds follow : for I am fure 
after one euill many thoufands do mufter, if pride, if lux- 
ury, if ambition, if any vice arife from the Court, as from 
the head, it immediately difcents to the Cittie, as the heart, 
from thence drawes downe to the Country, as the heele : & 
fo like an endle(re iflfue or ftreame, runs through the whole 
land, Then fo let this beautiful & euery way admired ver- 
tue begin at the Court, as the head, defcend to the Citie, as 
the heart, and fo ftreame into the Country through the 
whole land, and po(re(re the heart of euery one of my chil- 
dren by a ftrange mutation, which I wi(h for, but feare 
that mine old eyes, which haue feene the wafte of fo ma- 
ny dayes, and moneths, and yeares, of times and feafons, 
fucceflions and defcents of Kings and Kingdomes, and 
fo many generations after one another, now converted in- 
to duft & nothing, that haue knowne them good and bad, 
and better and worfe, for the fpace of 5500 yeares and vp- 
wards, will neuer be open to fee it 
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the World. 

ROM that etemall and fixt Region 
of darkneffe, where many purchafe,that 
would neuer come to poffeffe, vpon the 
Embaffage of the moft potent and poli- 
ticke Prince of that province, arriueth 
his Minifter, to execute the will of his 
maifter in the moft feruile, flauifh, and 
theefe-partaking forme of a Chamber- 
laine, arrained and condemned vpon a iury of hard beddes, 
and executed (if it were poffible) with the curies of a thou- 
fand tongues : yet notwithftanding all appendant dif- 
graces, the execrations of the night, nor the clamors of 
the day, his tedious trauels through feuerall Nations, 
Countries, and Kingdomes, the curiofitie of the entertain- 
ment of ftrangers at the hands of ftrangers, the difficulty 
of merit, the ill appayment of defert, all thefe, and almoft 
infinite other : yet hath he made the bed of licentioufneffe, 
and drawne the Curtaines of Security both in the King- 
domes and Courts of the greateft Princes and Poten- 
tates of the earth. 

Then hath he defcended from the generall vnto particu- 
lars, from Countries to Courts, from Citties to Townes, 
from Townes to Families, from Families to euery par- 
ticular Famulift, from the Child in the wardfliip of his cra- 
dle, to the old man in the fetters of his graue. Pride, the 
fore-runner of luft, the Minion and welbeloued finne of 
women, hath of late fo enlarged her extent, and increafe, 

blinded 



15 



8 The Curtaine-Drawcr 

blinded with the deceit of this deceiuer, that it hath moft 
vainly fpread, and vauntingly difplaid the Flagges and 
Banners of leuity and loofeneffe, fraught and ballaft with 
the ill ware of luft, and wife is that Merchant that fhuns 
it in the ftraights. But alas ! moft often it falls out contrary, 
and is fo handled through the mifcheuous hand of this 
Ward-like pirate tyrant, and inuincible Rouer and Ruler 
both by fea and land, that they fhipwracke themfelues a- 
gainft the rocke of their own ballaft, and double-drowned 
where they fee the ftiore that others walke fafe vpon, when 
themfelues are not able to attaine it. 

Ltijl, the marrow-eater of the world, the canker of health, 
the azure compleftioner of the eyes, the azure infeebler of 
the backe, the confumption of the braine : and laftly, thus fe- 
uerally the decay of the whole frame of man, and yet euery 
little world hath his feuerall lights, and can Arithmetize 
and caft vp this account, euen to the very edge and brinke 
of hell. How comes it then that prevention neuer comes ? 
that men fee this, yet forefee it not } that men know this, 
yet fore-flow this.^ Doubtlefle this Curtaine-drawer is 
very guilty herein : otherwife afluredly the world would 
not be fo blinded, but that the old man would looke with 
the eyes of difcretion, the yong man with the eyes of imi- 
tation, the rich man with the eyes of liberality, the poore 
man with the eyes of content, and euery man with y« ^y^s 
of his beft direftion. 

But the vaile is drawne, and though it be more thinne 
and tranfparent then the Spiders-web, yet is the world fo 
intangled, blind-folded, and led captiue herewith, that 
though it fees, it fees not, and though it knowes it will not 
know, but goes on euen hud winkt to deftruftion, as the ir- 
rational domefticke creature to the flaughter. Draw a- 
fide but the Curtaine from the Table of the Drunkard, and 
behold him fitting now, that will fcarce ftand without hol- 
ding anon : and but view with what delight and greedi- 
nefle of appetite he infufeth and exfufeth, powres out and 
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powres in, empties, and fils, the body with the furfet of 
loathfome difeafes, the purfe with the emptineffe of a daily 
confumption : Dropfies, palfies, rhumes, and the tumors 
of the belly euer attending the one, beggery, want, fcarfi- 
ty difpifed contempt and penury euer treading vpon the 
heele of the other : yet impoflible muft it needs be, but that 
the eye of reafon of a man m^ere naturall, might fo farre be- 
hold of it felfe, as to calculate and caft vp, running ouer 
from the firft birth, the whole life to the end, and trace and 
period of a moft certaine fixt, and infallible deftiny, to Hue 
bafely, and to dye miferably, one houres health to be more 
worth then his whole life difeJifed, and a minutes wealth 
more then his whole ages inheritance. 

Surely this Curtaine-drawer hath a mift before his 
eyes, and a cloud round about him, that obfcures the light 
of his vnderftanding, fo that hee can neuer looke further 
then the prefent, nor thinke of that day which as yet is fol- 
ded vp, and fet lad after the tale, and talke, and bede- 
role of the expence and wafte of many moneths and yeares 
to come. 

Hauing left the Drunkard caftihg vp his accounts vn- 
der the Table, we are at laft got out of his company, hol- 
ding it the fafeft way the fooneft to forfake him. But yet 
at the very doore, and paffage of our Exit^ are we encoun- 
tred with another, whofe blindneffe can affoord vs no 
light, but we muft feeke him in the darke, where he himfelfe 
loues to bee feeking. Hee is the inceftious and libidinous 
perfon, who confumes the day in the contriuing of his luft, 
and the night in the performance of the fame, who hath his 
plots and his ambufhes, his circumventions and deceits to 
intangle and draw in the foot of the innocent, the poffeflion 
olf his neighbour, of his friend, the vnpoffeffed, affinity, & 
confanguinity, the rules of reafon, and the lawes of nature, 
poft-pofitate and fet afide, vaffayled, oblilerate and vnre- 
garded by him, in the purfute and attainder of his moft be- 
ftiall, flauifti, and exorbitant defire, as vnbounded as in- 
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fatiate, illimitleffe, & immenfurable, the decline, and ebbe, 
and wane whereof, muft haue his flux, his reflux, and full 
flowing ouer, to the tutoring of nature, from the heate of 
drugges, and rootes, learnd from the fchooles of Courts 
and Countries, to the fliame of Nations and King- 
domes. 

Draw the Curtaine of fecrefie (fay they) before our win- 
dowes, and exclude the light from the crankes and cranies 
of our chambers, that the eye of no light nor vnderfl:anding 
may approach vs, and then commit, with mirth and laugh- 
ter, thofe things that the heart fliould not thinke of, but 
with horrour and trembling: 

But this perfon is not alone, but there are a whole tribe 
of his linage, whofe continuall and daily cogitations doe 
nothing elfe but circle, and beleager, and inuiron, & befeege 
thofe corners & quarters of the world, where the frequence 
and traces of luft and liberty do moft vfually refide and a- 
bide, with them are they euer conuerfant, and euer remai- 
ning, and the ftrongefl: fites and foundations doe they la- 
bour to fupplant and fubvert : and their luft cryes poffefli- 
on from the ftrong battlements of defire, crying for a truce 
with the enemy within, when the Flagges are fpread, and 
the Warres proclaimed, and moft refiftance without, not 
the creature moft expofed to the enmity of fortune, nor flie 
that is feated in the middle region of content, to her that 
fleepes vnder the Curtaine of the richeft imbrodery, but are 
the aimes and levels of their thoughts and aftions, a con- 
tinuall fire euer burning within them, and a daily frenzy 
euer befotting them, and a continuall iealouzy euer poflef- 
fing them : So that if men fliould but caft ouer the ac- 
count of their whole life, it would bee found to be nothing 
elfe but a voluntary vexation of the minde, and a toylfome 
purfute of a fruitlefle vanity, whofe pofleflion is but the in- 
heritance of forrow, and whofe beft fruits yeelde but a 
bitter harueft. Draw but the Curtaine from before their 
eyes, and let them looke through the miftcs of vanity, and 
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they (hall plainely perceiue how all thefe thinges 
in their hot and blinded iudgment, and in their true kinds 
are but mafkes and outward trappings, falfe Indixes, and 
flattering glofles, meere delufions, without any true corr- 
refpondence or fubftance, let them fay to themfelues in the 
clearenefle of their iudgement, this Curtaine drawne afide, 
that beauty is but a flower of the Spring, and hath a fud- 
daine September, or decay euer attending it : that rich at- 
tire, and the ornament thereof, is but a weed inferiour to 
this flower, although (for the moft part) more efteemed the 
flower it felfe : that the fweet of this flower is but hony 
tempered with gall, & euer garded with a fling, & defended 
with prickes, and many times lurkes a Serpent vnder- 
neath, and is not feene. Many a rotten wall hath a rich 
couering, & many a falfe heart fpeakes with a faire tongue : 
but draw the Curtaine but afide, and the Counterfeit con- 
fefleth it felfe. 

A bufie ingrofler, and cunning monopolift is hee, who of 
late hath not only found out, but alfo obtained from the ra- 
uenous laws & hungry purfute of a world of followers, an 
office of moft ftrange condition & nature, of more imploy- 
ment then Virginia^ yet not difcouered till this prefent, 
which hath vowed to leaue nothing vndifcouered for fufc^e- 
ding ages. 

He is the Curtaine drawer of the worlds and hath his 
patent of Aflignment & grant from the great Prince of 
Darknefle himfelfe, whom he daily honoureth in his office, 
and vnder whofe ftandard he aduanceth his colours, and 
fpreadeth the flagge of his authority, by the which not on- 
ly the lodges and outward-gates of all Courts and Cities 
of the world, but alfo the inward and inmoft doores of the 
moft priuate and double barricadoed Chambers and Clo- 
fets therein flye open of themfelues, and giue way to his 
ftrong Commiflion. Through them he enters, and boldly 
doth his office, feizeth on the Curtaine^ euen in the very 
hands of a Ladyes Chamber-maid : and as in times paft no 
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Chimney might-fmoak without licence or taxing fo now 
(as Cozen-german to this) no Curtaine may bee drawne 
without the finger or allowance of this Curtaine-drawer, 
but he hath his prohibitions, and his prifon-peftering-exe- 
cutions, and his writs of penalty and contempt, and penal- 
ties for contempt : fo that curfed is he that falles into his 
hands. 

Yearely, or certaine ftipend hath he none, yet the varies 
and forfetures, and f^es that he daily receiueth, are more 
then the receit of ten Lawyers in twice fo many Tearmes. 
He hath an Exchequer of wealth out of the Courts & man- 
fions of the Potentates and Magnificents of the World: 
Their vnlawfuU and luftfuU recreations muft be priuated 
and couered with the Curtaine of Secrejie^ that it paffe not 
the Chambers, neither through the Doores, nor the Win- 
dowes. 

Here is a Lady in loue with her Gentleman-Ufher, for 
the neatneffe of his fore-top, and his grace in going bare- 
headed : and if this proceed to aflion and effeft, the Cur- 
taine failes not of a fee. In another place there is fixe 
Seruing-men in loue with one Chamber-maid at once, 
that the feuenth hath beguiled and got with child : yet with 
the Curtaine of feeming honefty moft deceitfully drawne, 
and cunningly handled, will fliee make means to deceiue 
them all. 

The hand of euery Citizen and Tradefman is likewife 
ready continually to make forfeits vnto him, and runne 
themfelues into arrerages, being ready in the fmalleft vent 
and leaft penny-worth of ware to ftretch his Curtaine in 
bredth and length, both with the force of falfe fingers and 
oathes. 

Euery Ufurer likewife hath a heauy hand on the fame, 
and the Curtaine of their damnable auarice and deceit is 
lent immediately to them from the hands of the author him 
felfe. Euery Lawyer rends this Curtaine in two, ha- 
uing a double vfe for the fame, the one part whereof is 
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oftentimes drawne to the fhadowing and obfcuring the in- 
nocent, and euident and glorious face of truth, and the o- 
ther to inuiron, and difguife, and mafke the ugly and de- 
formed face of falfhood. 

The whole world is become now as a Curtaine^ & euery 
man therein (in fome meafure) is a drawer thereof, and the 
Diuel is the owner therof, and Hell is the reward thereof 
The tongue of euery man likewife is a Drawer of this Cur- 
tainey for whereas that member was ordained for a light 
and window, and as a true interpreter to expreffe and ex- 
pound the confultations, and councels, & purpofes of that 
hidden, dumbe, and fecret priuy-councellour, that fits with- 
in the throne, and breaft, and bofome of euery liuing man, 
it many times doth belye, and forge, and flatter, and fpeakes 
them moft faire, when the deepeft deceit and treachery is 
intended : not the foot, nor the finger, nor the whole hand : 
no not the whole body, nor all the members thereof, either 
feuerally by themfelues, or ioyntly together (this one one- 
ly excepted) that doth fo ftretch, and draw, and finger, and 
fold and vnfold this Curtaine or Canopy ^ to the daily vie, 
and deceit of it felfe and others, as it alone doth. It were 
an age to repeat the Infidiae, and Varies injtdia, the number 
of deceits, and plots, and ambufhes, and how many milli- 
ons of men, women and children, this little Spade hath 
drowned and ouer-whelmed in the very vndermines 
& trenches that it hath efodiated and digged vp, the very 
force whereof is witneffed both in life and death, in name 
and fame, in the preferuation and deftruftion of many a 
man : for many a one hath it refcued from the very iawes 
and throat of death, and many a man hath it caryed head- 
long thither from the ftation of a quyet harbour. It is as a 
Sea, or a Tempeft, or a Tempeft either on the sea ready to 
ouerwhelme euery man that hath not within him a Nep- 
tune of good order and gouemement. Many a thoufand 
of profeffed veftals and nice Virgin$ hath it proftrated as 
a prey to luft and rapine. Me thinkes in my mentall and 
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priuate Peregrinations, taking a view and land-fcape (as 
it were) of all the famous Courts and Cities of the world, 
and at once calling to minde the many millions of depen- 
dants, & inhabitants fuftained and foftered in euery Court 
and Citie of the fame, looking but vpon the rofes, and the 
red rofes that daily fpring, and bud, and blofome out of 
thefe heroicall and well-manured gardens of generofity & 
gentry, ouer-paffing the brambles, and weeds, and flowers 
of leffe fragrancy and beauty, that grow in the wilde and 
vnpruned hedges and fields of the Country: although I 
fay not but out of thefe may bee gathered flowers, though 
not of more brauery, yet of as much odour and beauty as 
the reft. 

Me thinkes againe I fee whole troopes of thefe ftarres 
of this lower globe, and thofe the moft fpangled, bright, 
and refulgent of others, Rofes amongft Lillies, and the 
fubftance it felfe, whereof the name of beauty is but a type 
and had a beeing. Mee thinkes I fee thofe, and fuch as 
thofe, the brighteft lampes of others, obfcured, fliadowed, 
eclipfed, clowded, and darkned, ftained and led to diflio- 
nour, ranfacked of the richeft dowers of nature, and robbed 
of that invaluable iewell of their Chaftities, euen as a Bee 
of her fting, left thus ranfacked to bewaile their miferies, 
and curfe thofe tongues that firft drew the Curtaines of 
their difhonour, thofe filken Curtaines that fo eafily begui- 
led them, thofe golden words that fo ouerguild fuch bitter 
pilles. 

The coyeft likewife, & (he that fhakes her head to heare 
vice but named, that knowes there are baits & Curtains, 
and that the whole world lyes in ambufli to intrap and 
deceiue, yet flie herfelfe, though fhe fore neuer fo high, is al- 
lured, and brought downe, and ftoopes to the baite, and 
opens her feete to luft and diflionor, euen againft y® know- 
ledge of her owne knowledge, by the art and cunning of 
this deceitfuU Curtaine-drawer. 

Much might his tongue report, whofe eyes were but as 
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a Candle in euery priuate roome of one particular Citie, to 
but view and cenfure the heate of their Kitchins, the glut- 
tonies & furfets of their Parlours and dining Chambers, 
the luft, exceffe, and effeft thereof in the bed-chambers. But 
a thoufand times more might the pen of his direftion dif- 
couer, who is the vniuerfall ingredient and regredient, and 
Curtaine-drawer of tfie whole Worlds who is at the hand 
and heart, and elbow of euery euill a6l and motion, who 
knowes how many beds of vnlawfull luft are at once made 
and prepared in the whole world, and by whom, and by 
what meanes they are filled : for howfoeuer the end be de- 
ftruftion and diflionour, yet the paffage and perfwafion in 
the gate and entry muft bee honyed, and guilded ouer with 
theXurtaine of Conueniency, and good pretence, and the end 
neuer thought of. 

O the damned Curtaine of a good pretence, how it hath 
inchanted the world and deceiued the wifeft euen amongft 
the fonnes of men ! The Serpent continually lurkes vnder 
this flower, and neuer was the Curtaine fo common till 
this day : for heretofore none could draw it vnder the racke 
and torment of a good confcience : but now it is formed and 
kept vnder a ftrong, yet couetous hand, and at fr^e liber- 
ty to the vfe of euery mans defire. 

The harlot hath her Curtaine and (he doth intrap and 
commit finne, and draw to deftruftion vnder the pretence 
of loue and kindnefle. 

The Drunkard likewife hath a Curtaine for his vgly, 
fwinifti, and beaftly finne, and that he tearmes good-fellow- 
(hip. 

The Ufurer, couetous perfon, and oppreflbr, hath a Cur- 
taine likewife, and that a gawdy one, imbrodred with Sta- 
tute-lace, and with this he drawes and couers his damna- 
ble oppreffion and extorfion vnder the flielter of Frugality, 
thrift, and good-hu(bandry. 

Pride^ the very baftard, and very brat of Lucifer, is become 
the badge and enfigne both of Court, Citie, and Country, 
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and y« cognizance of the whole world, it threw Lucifer bom 
heauen, and many-a-one fince hath it thrown to hell, ma- 
ny a well-defcended family hath it brought to ruine and 
the rags of beggary, with many a rich heire hath it (hared 
portions fo long, till it hath brought him to the hufks of the 
prodigall : many a ftrong fort hath it fubdued, and brought 
downe, & many a rich Chaftity hath it broken vp and ruined 
for a feather of the traine of this ruffling vanity : yet hath 
it the Curtaine of ornament and decency to defend it. 

Foxes haue their holes, and the Rauens mouthes and 
talents, the tyrants of the forrefts haue their caues and 
their ambulDhes, yet the potency and power of magnificence 
and greatneffe, dare looke finne openly in the face in the 
very market-place, and the eye of authority neuer takes 
notice thereof: the wafpe breakes through where the lit- 
tle flye is entangled, the poore harlot muft be ftript & whipt 
for the crime that the Courtly-wanton, and y® Citie-finner 
ruffle out, and paffe ouer, and glory in, and account as no- 
ting. The poore thiefe is hanged many times that hath 
ftolne but the prife of a dinner, when fometimes hee that 
robbes both Church and Common-wealth is feene to ride 
on his foot-cloth. The weake and vnable Pirate that goes 
out but with one flender veffell in his firft mounter, many 
times is taken and hanged for his trefpaffe, when Alexan- 
der that robbes both by fea and land, becomes hereby a 
mighty King : yet there is a day to come, when this Cur- 
taine-drawer, that now is fo ready to fmother, and cloake, 
and perfwade and thruft on the moft heynous & grieuous 
crimes of all other, will not onely withdraw his Curtaine 
and leaue them all naked & bare, panting without (helter, 
but ftand forth himfelfe to accufe them : and then will hee 
turne his fpeech another way : and whereas before in the 
committing thereof, he but ouer-fprinkled it, and limd it 
eafie in the lighteft and deceitfuUeft colours that might be, 
now will he rake it to the quicke, not daube it ouer, & note 
it deepe with a pen of braffe, with the blackeft grime and 
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colour that can be deuifed : and thofe things which as then 
were but mole-hils, now will he labour to make moun- 
taines. Then fhall not rich robes, nor poore couerings hide 
any thing that hath beene done. Then (hall the rich and 
the poore, euen from the furd gowne to the fweating frock, 
(without prefident taken from this world) in cafes alike, 
haue like reward or punifhment. Then fhall not the tongue 
of a good Orator mend an ill plea by a good fpeech, nor a 
plaine tale in truth miffe the end and purpofe, though ne- 
uer fo flenderly deliuered. Then fhall it not profite them 
that haue finned in fecret, vnfeene by the eye of the world, 
but thofe which haue done no euill at all. But this, this de- 
ceitfull Artifl labours to keepe vnthought of, and to blinde 
with the Curtaine of Oblivion^ otherwife it would be as 
a bridle to curbe the boundlefTe defires of the flefh. But the 
way to deflru6lion mufl be fmooth and euen, and the gate 
and pafTage very broad and flraight, & many Syrens voi- 
ces mufl be heard, but their teales not feene, as in eflfefl he 
himfelfe hath difclofed in manner following. 

FOr euer let the world hereafter know. 
That none but fmooth paths to my Kingdome go. 
No crooked angles, nor crofTe creeping wayes 
Are fet to let my Tearmers with delayes : 
But pleafant valleys hil'd on euery fide, 
With goodly Rockes, adorn'd with Natures pride, 
Where euery bird of euery fort doth fing, 
A feuerall fong, tun*d with a feuerall firing : 
So that I neuer doubt once entred in. 
The fimple foole can fcape my fubtile ginne. 
Deepe in a Darke, yet much frequented place, 
I haue kept my full Court for a tedious fpace. 
So that no pleafure can allure the minde. 
But I haue comforts to comfort that kinde. 
If DrunkennefTe my Engenor delight. 
Come to my Butlers, drinke both day and night, 

D Ther's 

. d 25 



1 8 The Curtaine-Drawer 

Ther's boone companions that in time fore-told, 
Quaft fodden water, but now melting gold. 
Ther's Tom the Tapjler peerleffe for renowne, 
That drank three hundred drunken Dutch-men downe. 
Ther's the huge worthy that was put to death 
For drinking dry a barrell at a breath. 
Ther's he that liu'd fixe hungry fleepy yeere, 
And tailed of no foode, but onely beere. 
Ther's he whofe throat and ftomach was fo dry, 
He offer made to drinke a river dry. 
Ther's he whofe age aboue a hundred told, 
Drunk flill fo many Cans as years made old. 
Befides ten millions, ten times ten, and more, 
That were huge drinkers, but I paffe them ore. 
Doth pride allure thee, ftriu'ft thou to excell } 
Shake hands with Lucifer, hee's king of Hell. 
Euery moneths quarter thou maift change thy fute 
Downe from thy head, as low as to thy foot. 
Adorne thy felfe with all the ftrange difguife 
Brought from all nations vnderneath the fkyes : 
And when thou doeft the moft herein exceed. 
Thou art my beft and deereft child indeed. 
Exafting Land-lords, let your tenants rue. 
That they haue loft your fathers to haue you. 
When he that bids the fmalleft moyty more. 
Shall turn you ag^d weeping out of dore. 
Spend on moft prodigall whil'ft they lament 
Your golden trappings in their doubled rent. 
And let them delue it with their endleffe paine. 
From ftones and earth, to bring to you the gaine. 
Let their ftiffe finewes by your damned racke, 
With care and labour meanly cloath the backe : 
And let their bellies cleaue vnto their fides. 
To furnifti forth your ftrange deuifbd prides. 
Hang more at once vpon your felues in waft, 
Then Princes wore not many Ages paft. 

And 
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And when you are fo compleate in this kinde, 

Then do you fort according to my minde, 

Fat feeding gluttons to my Court make hafte, 

Of Diues dainties euermore to tafte. 

Lafciuious Leachers, or my children dearc, 

A world of company attends you there. 

I keepe the beft that euer nation bred, 

Within my kingdome in a platy bed. 

Ther's lufty Lays whom no date recouers, 

That entertained at once a thoufand louers. 

Therms the Abfoluer that by thrift beguild 

Fine holy fillers by him got with child. 

Ther's he that put famous Lawrence far downe, 

Who got fiue hundred baftards in one towne : 

And in the A£l of luft did fo exceed, 

That all the towne was almoft thought to breed. 

Therms he that made the the Athenian girle a Bride, 

By wedlocke, yet poffeft ten wiues befide, 

And fhortly I expeft to entertaine 

A lufty youngfter of moft vitious traine, 

That lately hath performed a laughter left. 

Which well deferues to paffe among the reft. 

This gallant lately falling on the lands 

Left by his fathers old induftrious hands, 

To London pofteth, for he needs muft ride. 

That had my Foot-man lackying by his fide. 

Being there arriu'd, dice, wine, and women, call 

A parliament foone to confume it all. 

Firft (quoth the firft) to animate him fo, 

lie draw a Lordfliip to him at a throw. 

And at the next, or inftantly vpon, 

He giue it backe and ther*s his Lordftiip gone. 

Then cunningly He play vpon his fide, 

And reobtain'd, fo thers he fatisfide. 

Yet in the end, when all is paft and done, 

He (hall haue leffe then when he firft begun. 

D 2 For 

27 



..20 The Curtaine-Drawer 

For as my mother Fortune gaue me power 
To make men rich and poore within an houre. 
As flie herfelfe in euery Court and towne, 
Sets fome aloft, and fome puts headlong downe. 
She takes the crooked Plow-man now and than 
Euen from his plow to make a Gentle-man, 
Changing his fun-burnt iacket for a gowne, 
To make him Burgeffe of fome famous Towne, 
Releafing him from forrow and from care, 
Following his Coulter and his rending fhare. 
Heaping fo long fuch (late becomming wealth 
Vpon him, till at laft he beares himfelfe 
Like to that Caedar that would woo the fkie 
With kiffes, if his top could reach fo hie : 
Vnder whofe girdle, nay beneath whofe knee 
The little Mefrumes louingly agree, 
Vntill his large and all-vfurping root, 
Had fuckt their moifture that grew nere vntoot, 
Emptying their (hallow foords, their needful (lore, 
To load his ouer-burdened a(res backe with more. 
Whereat incenft, the hawthorne and the bryer. 
With all the le(rer vnder-woods, confpire 
To feek redre(re, and to reforme the wrong 
That his ambition had maintained fo long. 
The mafter made, from euery tax6d tree 
Was fent fome power to feeke fome remedy, 
Gaind it remedile(re, and vncontrould 
Till heauen reuenge that no poore mortall could. 
For lo as fortun'd, vnderneath the rind 
Was crept a Serpent, that the body pin'd. 
The root impoyfoned, and the fap confum'd. 
That like to Iris had of late implum'd. 
His curled branches, which now learne to dye, 
Whird the proud top with lightning from the (ky 
Is (Irooke with fire, euen when it (kornd to know. 
Or thinke his proud head (hould defcend fo lowe. 

Euen 
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Euen like this Cedar in times gate He bring, 

Both him and fuch to fatall ruining, 

And if I miffe he onely may defend, 

Among ten thoufand I became his friend : Dice 

For neuer yet by all my eyes I fware 

Did any vfe me, but I coft him deare. 

Horfes nor Hounds, nor no expence can be 

(Though nere fo waftefuU) ballanc^d with me. 

Then quoth the heady virtue of the vine. 

If thou have anything it muft be mine, wine 

And if that queftion thereupon do rife 

By any one to intercept my prife, 

The caufes being knowne why we contend. 

Our honeft neighbours fhall the matter end : 

And then I know, if wrong or right it be 

The men of hotteft face will hold with me, 

I from the multitude fuch loue do take, 

That men tume madde-men euen for my fake, 

I am fo valerous that I dare rate, 

And rouge ten Sergeants at the Counter-gate, 

And at the Foot-ball I haue fo much fkill, 

That no man playes with me, nor no man will : 

Were he a Gyant nere fo ftrong and tall, 

If he encounter me, I giue the fall. 

If I once clofe with him I doe subdue 

The ftrongeft wight that euer weapon drew. 

The coyeft wantonizing Citty-dame 

That is afhamd of anything but fhame : 

Who are mod choyce, as all obfervers know 

What in their bellies come, on back doth goe. 

That haue the veluet guards with curious cuts. 

The filken ftomackes and the fattin guts : 

Will fend for me both when they dine and fup, 

And entertaine me in a golden cup. 

Will kiffe me, and withall fuch loue impart, 

That they will bofome me clofe to their hart. 

D 3 For 
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For me this prodigall, and thoufands more, 

Will fell their lands, their fathers ancient ftore : 

And from this spend-thrift that we haue in hand. 

Take thou his mony, I will take his land. 

With that appeared a Goddeffe like in ftioe, Womm 

A wicked creature, yet fhe feem'd not fo. 

And to the means fhe vf^d to prouoke, 

With bareneffe, fairneffe, in this wife (he fpoke : 

Daine but to caft thine eye-bals on my face, 

And view each perfeft ornament and grace, 

Obferue me luftly with a due refpeft, 

And note the beauty of this Architeft. 

Thou haft no wife at home for thee in ftore. 

And he that hath, hath vfuall fome friend more. 

Come to my bed, where thou thy fill ftialt take, 

Of largeft welcome euery limbe can make. 

Thy coftly clothing, and thy dainty fare, 

May well caft in with beauty for a ftiare. 

Thy father he is dead, and now his all. 

Into thy hands moft bountifuU doth fall, 

That which he purchaft by deceit and fraud, 

Do thou difpend vpon the whore and baud, 

Confirme the proverbe, that it currant runne, 

A mifer father finds a thriftleffe fonne. 

He kept his belly leane, his coffers fat. 

That thou maift fpend, and lend, and laugh thereat, 

Brake vp the lockes, and fet the prifoners free, 

That long haue laine in ftrong captiuity. 

Rifle each comer, and difperfe the ftore. 

Which was the God thy father did adore. 

Take thou no care at all, but care to fpend : 

For that thou haft will neuer haue an end. 

I will attend thy pleafure day and night. 

And thou (halt neuer part my armes or fight. 

I will be fole and private vnto thee. 

And onely tliine, no others will I bee. 

On 
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On this condition, that thou do provide, 

Me coach and horfes when I pleafe to ride. 

That for my backe I haue my choyce of gownes, 

And daily fumifh for[th] my purfe with Crownes, 

That coftly dyet, and the choyceft fare, 

Attend my pleafure wherefoere you are. 

That waters, odours, fweet perfumes, attire, 

And euery thing my fancy doth defire. 

That you allow me oyles to lay it on, 

And oyle, and oyles againe when they are gone. 

That you repine not whatfoere I craue. 

But ftill reply with kindneffe : Thou (halt haue. 

That you continue conftant to the end. 

Free without grudging, whatfoere I fpend. 

And this is all, I do enjoyne no more, 

Tis fomething chargeable to keep a whore. 

Whoores will confeffe, but what of that ? we know 

The world is wife, and yet the world doth fo. 

The beft example any man may chufe 

Is the example of the world to vfe. 

And many a man, we prefidents haue flore, 

Can keepe no wife if that he keepe a whore. 

He is the perfect gallant of renowne, 

That keepes them in each corner of the towne. 

Not onely foe, but holds it no difgrace, 

To vfher them along the publike place, 

The world will count them gentlemen of meanes, 

(As they do boafl,) that can command the queanes, 

Becaufe they vfe no longer to attend 

Then they have meanes and money for to fpend. 

By which lewd plot this iffue they defire, 

Mercers and Taylors may their cuftomes hire, 

With long deferment of their tedious bils, 

Which without mercy neuer ftrikes but kils : 

Yet being attained, they wifely would defray : 

For they would vfe their heel's before the day, 

Which 
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Which well thefe breake-backe poUititians know, 

With former damages which prompt them fo. • 

The world's their booke, and euery one that Hues, 

Some rule or leffon to that volume giues. 

Ore which they look, where many notes they find 

How hard they are got before, that get behind. 

They terme them flafhes, and they make no doubt, 

Their flaming bauins will be foone burnt out. 

They hold this maxim on a certaine ground. 

There is not one among ten thoufand found 

Whofe equall hope may any way afpire. 

Beyond his aime who with the painfull hire 

And fweaty earning of one groat a day 

Hopes to regaine whole Lordfhips loft by play : 

Which may be done more eafie they confefle, 

Then th'other long retaine what they poffefle : 

For tis an aft, and abfolute decree, 

Before the world from all eternitie. 

All ages haue confirm'd it, and each man. 

Since the firft day that firft the world began, 

Haue cry'd vpon it from a fickly bed. 

With hollow bones, dry braines, and aking head, 

Witli feeble body, and fupporters fmall. 

Their good dayes paft, and none behinde at all : 

Curfing the way that fuch deceit did lend 

In the firft progreffe, but conceald the end. 

If like a preacher euery finne would cry 

To him that would commit it : Paffe me by : 

For death and danger, like two Pages wait, 

Clofe at my heeles, to murder by it ftraight. 

Then few, or none, would be fo defperate mad. 

To enterprize it, that fuch warning had. 

But contrary, it like a Syren fings. 

Melodious, fweet, and moft harmonious things. 

And whilft it fendeth out fo fweet a found. 

It feekes Vfyjfes, and his fhip to drownd. 

The 
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The Divell is the Syren, and his voyce 
Speakes.treafon in the eares, but makes no noyfe, 
He like a cunning Curtain-drawer (lands, 
With many a hundred thoufand in his hands, 
Ready where-ere he findes a man in awe 
Of any finne, his Curtaine for to draw. 
Which are of various colours, various kinds, 
According to all motions, and all minds. 
For euery feuerall finne, and feuerall fore, 
He hath a whole Vp-holfters (hop in (lore, 
And euery one that feeketh to deceiue, 
Borrowes his Curtaine, or doth craue his leaue. 
And to this Parliament of wafte and woe 
He fends his Curtains, and intends to goe : 
And but this yongfter hath no eyes to fee, 
Becaufe his curtaine barres his liberty. 
He would vntwine himfelfe, and breake the bands 
That feek to (hackle both his feet and hands. 
He would reverfe his error, and contend 
To make a happier life, a better end. 
And thus the Parliament brake vp and rofe. 
And (he vnto her other fellowes goes : 
To ioyne in a6lion, to confume and flay 
Three quarters of the world all in their way : 
Where we will leaue them, and here make a clofe 
To what we have faid in verfe, and fall to profe. 

Othe mad world that will thus be blinded to enter a 
league of truce with that enemy that is euer bent to 
dedruftion, whom no tryall can experience, whom no de- 
trudlion can forewame, whom no explication can enough 
manifed : No, though he himfelfe (hould lay his Curtaine 
afide, and appeare in his true (hape, and vifible deformity 
and expreflfe all the dedruftions, rapes, ruines, and maflfa- 
kers accompIi(hed & wrought by him, from the fird gene- 
ration of the world, to the lad day y* fucc^eded, in a volume 
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as large as the whole earth, and the sea to boot, wherein 
ftiould bee particularly expreffed the euent of euery finne 
and fenfuall aflion, by the tryalls of fo many millions of 
creatures, that now ly damned vnder the wracke of eter- 
nall torment, curfing themfelues, their owne fecurity and 
careleffeneffe, whom fo many perfwafions could not fore- 
warne, or fore-ftall, but that the rebellious flefli would 
needs fmke vnder the weight of her own damnation, brea- 
king through the rankes of direftion and ciuility, with the 
head-long Rams of predominant affeftions. Is it becaufe 
the prefent is fo pretious, that we regard fo much What is^ 
that we care not What Jhall be, the reverfion of time being 
vtterly vn-valued, when the prefent we will purchafe with 
the deereft iewell we haue. Where lines that mifer in 
the world, that Hues onely vnto himfelfe, that will fay : My 
bagges are full, and my coffers are cram*d with the white 
and red earth of the world, yet my body is difeafed, and my 
minde difquieted, and iealoufie diftempers me, and feare 
poffeffes me, and y« gout torments me, and difeafes raigne 
within me : yet cannot this God of the world affift me, nor 
lend me the leaft comfort againft my extremity : neither 
can I find any reafon why I ftiould fo idolize the fame. My 
life is but a fpan, and my graue is halfe digged already, and 
I (land accountable for the lead peny of all my ftore, and 
for whom I have thus coUefled, I am altogether vncer- 
tain. Shall I be damned for my felfe ? shal I be damned for 
others ? will hee that ryots vpon my wealth in his heated 
bloud, in his Taverne midnight-reuellings, thinke of mee 
that now lye groaning in hell for that which peradventure 
ftiall ftiortly bring him thither? Well, I will make peace 
with my felfe on the prefent, & prevent the future. Wife- 
dome would exhort : but how farre is the world from any 
fuch thought, that will hold vntill it can hold no longer ? 
that will be wrefted from it, as with an engine, whofe loue 
is as deere, as the foule is to the body, that from the one 
we will not part till we are forced from the other. The cu- 
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ftome of the world ftiall be kept, and the prefent honoured 
although hee haue no other pleafure nor profite thereby : 
And though it fhould be granted vnto *this laft and worft 
age of the world, that which neuer was to any, that the 
damned fhould euen be heard to roare out of hell, and that 
their cryes and clamours fhould euen enter into and pierce 
the eares of the fmfuU wicked men of the earth, crying out 
vpon the feuerall wayes of damnations, the vnfupportable 
eternity of their paines, for the vntafled, momentary, and 
vnrelifht pleafure of the world : yet all this would not per- 
fwade. 

The Vfurer would not leaue his extorfion, nor lend to 
his neighbor gratis for cofcience, to his brother for charity, 
to y« poore for Gods fake, to y« rich vpon tearmes of requi- 
tal : but the extremity of their vnconfcionable avarice fhall 
extend euen from the neighbour to the brother, from the 
poore to the rich, from one to another, and to all without a- 
ny exception. 

The Whooremaifler will not leaue inconflancy for 
all iudgements againfl him : he will aduenture his body a- 
gainfl the affaults of a thoufand difeafes : his foule againfl 
the rocke of moft fearefuU fhipwracke, his goods into the 
hands of wafle and hauocke, and euen as it were difpearfe 
them into the aire amongfl tempefls and whirle-winds, or 
to cafl them into the drowning gulfe and belly of the Sea, 
from whence no expeflation of recouery may arife. Moft 
fearefuU to confider, yet moft fatall to fall into the rankes 
of thefe hellifh deuoted : yet for the apprehenfion and feare 
of this, who will forbeare or bridle his head-ftrong vnruly 
afifeftions? Where is that man amongft many, that hath 
refcued himfelfe from the doore of this deftruftion, that hath 
drawne backe his foot in the gate of the harlot, in the hot 
purfute of his luftfuU defire, by a ferious contemplation of 
the end ? 

Alke but this Curtaitte-drawery and he wil tell you, that 
few there are, and thofe efcape very hardly, like the bird out 
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of the fnare, like the German out of Wood-Jlreet^ or thofe 
that commit murder, or like him that efcapes the Hang- 
man from the tree of execution : For the fmne of whoore- 
dome hath this efpeciall effeft, to bereaue the vnderftan- 
ding, and to draw a man on, who is once enfnared and in- 
tangled herewith, without any thought or imagination at 
all that he is in danger. 

The eye that betrayes the heart by the alluring vanity 
of beauty, at firft brings in a fmall fparke of fire, which af- 
terwards beeing increafed and nourifhed by the fuell of 
contemplation and conceit, adminiftered by flothfulneffe, & 
pride, blowne with the bellowes of gluttony, by the hand of 
lazineffe & luft, becomes at laft a raging flame, which being 
once kindled throughly, like a houfe on fire is very hardly 
extinguifhed till the whole be con fumed : for as in a houfe 
one beame fets fire on another, till at laft all fall down to y« 
ground, fo the eye, a fmall, yet a dangerous member, and 
whereupon this Curtaine-drawer, exercifeth much of his 
cunning : Sometimes it blinds it that it fhould not fee : that 
is, when it would looke with the eye of compaflion, with 
the eye of mercy, with the eye of conftancy, with the eye of 
charity, with the eye of fobriety, with the eye of iuftice and 
equity, with the eye of liberality, with the eye of moderati- 
on, with the eye of humility : whe it would looke with y« eye 
of any of thefe* eyes, hee fpreads his curtaine to take up her 
profpefl : but when fhc would looke with the eye of malice, 
with y« eye of cruelty, with the eye of inconftancy, with the 
eye of reuenge, with the eye of iniuftice, with y« eye of op- 
preffion : when it would looke with high lookes, with proud 
lookes, when it would looke after bloud, when it would looke 
after luft, when it would looke with enuy vpon y® rich man, 
with fcorne vpon the poore man : when it would looke vpon 
pride in imitation, vpon drunkennefle with delegation, vp- 
on gluttony with combination : vpon any of thefe with a- 
ny the leaft confent or delight thereunto, the Curtaine is 
folded vp, & the vaile drawne, and the paflage made cleare : 

And 
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And therefore fince it hath fo many obiefts, and dangerous 
fubiefts, and fuch mifchevous and continuall art euer pra- 
flifed againft it, by him that is at hand vnfought for, & ready 
vnfent for, that fpeaks when he is not heard, & perfwades 
when he does not fpeake. It had need to be narrowly loo- 
ked vnto, fince in fo fmali a compaffe, fo great danger may 
be receiued. 

Neuer was the world fince the firft age that pafled, to 
this laft that is now prefent, fo full of dangerous fpectakles 
& poyfonous baits and allurements, as now it is : who con- 
taines himfelfe within the bounds and limits of his ability, 
vocation or calling ? how are our women (as it were) trans- 
formed into men, by degenerating from their fex, and from 
the vertue, modefty, and ciuility thereof, by their mannifli 
complements, and ruffianly attires ? And how are our men 
(as it were) trans-formed into women, by ther lafcivious, 
effeminate, and wanton imitations, none being content 
with their owne eflates and conditions. 

Lujl^ that boyling damned putrification of the bloud, that 
raging-ruling head-flrong fin of this age, that is too apt to 
breake out, though it went cloathed in fackloath & haire- 
cloath, and feed only with the Capuchin diet of gralTe and 
hearbs, and fuch like, and fuppreft with all the fubie6lion 
can be impofed to fubdue it : yet fuch is the cumiption and 
feruor thereof, that like lime it would fmoke and flafh out 
throughout all thefe impofitions. But on the contrary we 
are fo far from fubduing that paflSon, and keeping it vnder 
by any fuch meanes, that it is now proclaimed, as with a 
trumpet, and the luy is hung out in almofl euery place, & 
open market, kept as vnder the allowance of authority : 
And are not thefe obie6ls dangerous to be fet in fight, and fo 
painted out, that like to Baftlijkes they fhould poyfon the 
eyes of all beholders ? When were euer thefe fairefl orna- 
ments of nature, the honourable attire of nobility and 
Gentry, Veluets, and Silkes, and Satins, and Gold & 
Siluer, fo difhonourably abufed, when the loynes of the 
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Be^ar are daily wrapped in that, which Princes hereto- 
fore haue fcarce inuefted them with. Muft the advantage 
of falfe weights, and wares, and meafures, and the wrack- 
ing of poore tenants, (a fearefuU fupport to this abufe) be 
made the mother of this indecent prodegy, both for Citie 
and Country? How is this abufe thruft into the world, 
when confcience and honefty is thruft out ? The world is 
now old, and wifedome fliould attend vpon her age : yet 
contrary to the courfe of nature, though fhe be old, yet fhee 
is daily with child, in trauaile with new faftiions, & ftrange 
deformities, & vgly fhapes, which fhe daily bringeth forth, 
to the ftiame of her children, accounting him the beft man, 
that can moft transforme himfelfe ; to the which height of 
perfeftion euery man fo labours to attaine, that the whole 
world is trans-formed, and all the creatures therein, beafts 
are trans-formed into men, and men into beafts, and of all 
beafts, into Goats and Swine. Fowles are trans-formed 
into women, and women into Fowles, and of all fowles 
into the Oftrich and Peacocke. And this trans-formation 
is not only of y« outward fhape, but alfo it hath befieged and 
fubverted the very heartes and mindes of men. Where is 
that fidelity and faith amongft men that the old world fo- 
ftered & fed ? What man dare truft his friend on his word, 
on his promife, on his oath, or hardly his bond : yea almoft 
vpon the fureft obligement that may be deuiefed or drawne, 
or his neighbour, or his brother } if any one dare be fo ad- 
uenturous, as by the meafure of his owne honeft difpofiti- 
on to meat anothers thereby, according to thofe ancient 
cuftomes of thofe golden times, he fhall happely faile in 
his truft, and be repaid by the light meafure of infidelity 
for the fruite of his honeft credulity and truft. Againft this 
little outwome type of honefty, what feiges are leuied, and 
how are they fhip-wrack*d that venture thereon } O Truft! 
thou ill Security, and worfe pay-maifter, how is he appayed 
that taketh thy word } how many haue undone themfelues 
by too much relieuing of thee? how many Bankerout 
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Tradefmen, decayed Gentlemen, and war-wanting Cap- 
taines, whofe weapons hang vp on the walks of peace, 
halfe eaten through with ruft, where Spiders build their 
nefts in their Helmets, would fhelter themfelues vnder 
the wings of thy patronage; that are glad to take thy part, 
when thou art forry to take theirs, becaufe they fo often 
bring thy name in queftion. 

Mercers and Tailors haue curfed thee out of the world, 
that now thou art not left amongft men. Ufurers & Scri- 
ueners (hut their bagges when thou openeft thy mouth, 
and the Lawyer will not take his fee from thy hand : there 
fore he that would not repent him afterwards, let him haue 
no dealings with thee before : for although in the fimplici- 
ty of y« former age, thou wentft currant from man to man, 
yet in thefe declining and deceitfull ages of ours, thou art 
but made the inftrument to beguile and intrap thofe that 
relye themfelues vpon thee. 

Words now a dayes do not ftand to their words, when 
the promife and performance walke not chaind together, 
but hold off, as of no acquaintance, and yet there is no 
man living y* fomtimes puts not himfelfe into thy hands, 
though often both w* griefe and loffe : He that trufts his fer- 
vant with his goods, Ihall be fometimes deceived : He that 
trufts his wife with his friend, ftiall be fometimes wron- 
ged : He that trufts to faire words, ftiall often be deceiued 
with foule deeds : He that trufts to women ftiall find little 
conftancy : He that trufts to the wind, ftiall finde little cer- 
tainty : He that trufts to faire fliewes, fliedl often be de- 
ceiued in the fubftance : He that trufts a Tradesman on 
his word, a Ufurer with his bond, a Phifitian with his bo- 
dy, and the Diuell with his foule, needes not care who 
he trufts afterwards, nor what Copefmate encounters him 
next : yet it is ftrange, that contrary to the cuftome of the 
world, that is fo curious in difpofing of things of leffe mo- 
ment, that it will not paffe the leaft commodity, or trafli, 
that it values, into the hands of another but by the warant 
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of fecurity, and a laborinth of circumftances, able to maze 
any man but a Scriuener and a Lawyer : and yet that will 
commit a lewell more in value then the whole globe of the 
earth, into the hands of a ftranger, into the hands of deceit, 
into the hands of the Diuell himfelfe, without the leaft 
feare or terrour at all. 

Well, the time ftiall come when the fruit thereof (hall 
be required at their hands that haue thus dealt, when men 
fhall deny, if it were poflible, their owne workes. But as 
in their wily courfes of their Hues, no bargaine nor fale, no 
contrail, nor deffigne, paffed amongft them that was not 
confirmed by the teftimony of witneffes : even fo from their 
owne examples fhal themfelues bring in witneffe to accufe 
themfelues : and thofe fhall be t\vo y* they feldome dreame 
of, the Divell without them, and their owne Confcience 
within them, two fuch witneffes as they fhall never be able 
to difprove. 

Firfl the Diuell fhall vnfold a mofl copious Regefler, 
wherein are denoted and fet downe the Hues and aflions 
of all the inhabitants of the earth, from the firft man that li- 
ued, to him that dyed yeflerday : whereupon he will frame 
his inditement, to the which euery one mufl plead in parti- 
cular. 

How would feare and amazement knocke at the heart 
that fhould ferioufly contemplate hereof? yet who is hee 
that is Ignorant, and hath not heard of thefe things ? Vpon 
what fubieft can our thoughts be better imployed ? Why 
fhould we be foolifh in this, a matter of fo great importace, 
whilefl we are wife in other things of leffe moment ? is our 
fight fo weake, and our vnderflanding fo blinde, that wee 
cannot looke fo farre ? If it bee fo, how comes it that wee 
fomtimes, and oftentimes looke beyond it, as in the prefer- 
uation of our names, in the care of our poflerities, by plan- 
ting in our old age, by purchafing at our deaths ? 

Surely there is a mill before our ^yts^ and a curtaine 
betwixt our fight, that we cannot poffible direfl the thither, 
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nor looke into our felues, nor confider of the end, when the 
Ufurer (hall be brought forth all poore and needy, his bags 
and his bonds, his houfes and his lands, by letter of attur- 
ney from the hand of death, made proper to another, per- 
aduenture his deadlyeft enemy, and one that he would not 
haue lent to for twenty in the hundred : one at whofe hands 
he would haue taken the aduantage of an houres forfeite, 
when now he that hath put fo much to vfe, fhall not haue a 
peny for his owne, but all gone to him for whom he grieues 
that euer he purchafed it for. And now the oppreffion of y« 
poore, the teares of the widdow, the grinding of the borro- 
wer, the ftricftneffe of forfeits, the aduantage of houres, 
though he could cozen y« world in the ftatute, in feeming to 
lend gratisy when it was vpon fuch conditions, that the 
burthen grew more heauy. When thefe things (hall bee 
read vnto him, and the weight thereof laid to his charge, 
if he (hall begin to plead not guilty, or deny the leaft claufe 
herein, his confcience fteps forth, and doth witneffe it to 
his face, fo that he cannot poflibly deny it : where wee will 
leaue him thus conuict, to fue for that which he himfelfe 
would neuer grant. 

An Epitaph vpon the Vfurer. 

I. T T Ere lyes he vnderneath thisjlone^ 
jlL That whir ft he liu'd did good to none, 
And therefore at the point to dye. 
More caufe hadfome to laugh tJten cry. 
His eldeftfonne thought lie had wrong 
Becaufe hee lingred outfo long. 
But now he^s dead, how ere he fares. 
Therms none that knowes, nor none that cares. 

2. " I "He Lawyer whil'ft he Hues, may vnder the roabe of 
A his grauity, and the lookes of authority, and the pre- 
tence of law and equity bee reputed an honeft man, a profi- 
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table member to the common-wealth, be reforted vnto like 
an Oracle, bee capt and kneed to like a Prince, and adored 
like a God, yet vnder the Curtaine of this graue and ho- 
ned feeming, may bee piled vp much deceit and wrong, 
which the world fhall take little notice of, yet at the laft, 
when this Sergeant comes, and takes him by the fleeue, 
and drags him to that barre, where no fees are either ta- 
ken or giuen, where he fhall not plead for any others, but 
for himfelfe, where (hall bee laid to his charge, his want of 
confcience, his double-handed fees, his oppofmg againft a 
knowne truth, his partaking the wrong caufe, his fpinning 
out of tedious fuites, his intricate conueyances, his mo- 
tiues of contention, his Iron auarice, when all thefe fhall 
be brought in againft him, and laid to his charge, where no 
Demurre fhal be fuffered, no Error may be found, no Surfa- 
rara to fetch him vp, no Procedendo to fetch him downe 
no Habeas Corpus to remove him thence, no Iniun£lion to 
haue it ftayed, but that he muft plead there perfonally and 
prefently to his inditement, either guilty or not guilty. If 
he (hall plead not guilty in the leaft of thefe, then the Di- 
uell tels him to his face, that thou haft oftentimes fingered 
my Curtaine, and beene content therewith to fhadow and 
vnderfold many blacke and vgly difguifes, his owne con- 
fcience fhall likewife tell him, that all this thou diddeft, and 
much more, and many a time and often thou haft wounded 
me, many a needleffe mile hath beene often rid ouer with 
weary fteps, and fainting expeftation, with no little loffe, 
to no great purpofe : by thy tedious deferments much pa- 
per haft thou blotted with expencefuU needleffe lines, to no 
other vfe, but onely to fill blacke boxes, and bucram bags, 
and to be paid by the fheet. Many a time haft thou laid mee 
afide in thy ftudy, in thy chamber, in thy clofet, in the hall, 
and walked without me whole tearmes together, when 
thou and I haue had no conference no not fo much as at 
Church : and oftentimes when I haue vpbrayded thee for 
thefe and thefe things, thou haft flopped my mouth, and 
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wouldft not heare me fpeake : but now I wil open it againft 
thee, and cleare my felfe to condemne thee, and neuer ceafe 
thundring in thine eares till I haue auenged my wrong a- 
gainft thee. Thou that liueft in this mans cafe honoured of 
the world, fauoured of thy friends, feared of thine enemies, 
whofe life is a maze to intangle others, yet in the end thou 
ftialt finde it will intangle thy felfe : therefore take heed of 
abufing thy profeffion, be not double-handed, double-hear- 
ted, deuide not thy felfe from truth, ouer-value not thy 
breath, fill not the meafure of iniuftice with iniquity, to 
feed thine owne auarice with gaine, and wound not thy 
confcience, left it one day thus codemne thee : Suffer not thy 
felfe neither for lucre, nor for malice to be blinded with the 
Divels Curtaine^ nor led afide from a knowne truth, to an 
open iniury, and then thou (halt neuer fall into this pre- 
dicament, to be the bane of others whil'ft thou liueft, and 
thine owne when thou dieft. 

An Epitaph vpon the Lawyer. 

2. ^ I "^ His plot of earth containes a head 
A That liuing much contention bred : 
Yet when death came, a peace to make, 
What he oft tooke, death would not take 
And for becaufe he did abufe 
The Taletit lent him but to vfe. 
In that it was moft plainly fhowne, 
Hefould the thing was not his owne, 
It euidently doth appeare. 
Death tooke him hence, and laid him here, 

THe Courtier whilft he Hues, though he be the flower 
of his Kingdome, and the imitation of the whole land, 
all gorgeous without, and perfumed to the very (kin, ouer- 
whelmed (as it were) with the multitude of variety of 
pleafures extended to euery feueral fence, fumptuous in 
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clothing, high in feeding, variety of frefh obiefts for the eye, 
fweet founds for the eare, fweet fmels for the nofthrils, de- 
licacie of viands for the tafte, and very rare fubiefts for the 
touch : yet if with thefe the heart (hall be drawne out of his 
center, and buried in the bottome of this fea of fenfuality. 
ouerwhelmed to the chin, fo that he defire no change, no o- 
ther heauen, nor looke no further, nor neuer thinke of any 
other end he was created for, but euen to breath out, and 
draw in (without any of thefe regards) the foft aire of de- 
light, as if he were made for no other purpofe, the care and 
ftudy of his whole life being nothing elfe, but onely how 
to drench his body, and the mind, in the mod exquifite plea- 
fures of fenfuality, that coft or cunning may deuife: for 
the fupportance whereof, fome times with fupple hammes 
and bended knees, ducking into fauour and countenance 
with great men, thereby to obtaine fome munificence : o- 
ther while vfmg thefe fubtile engines to draw vnto himfelfe 
fome Monopoly, or ftrange Patent for his particular pur- 
pofe, to the generall loffe of a whole land : and fometimes 
by thefe pregnant curtefies, praftifed behauiours, and fet 
formes, both of gefture and fpeech, to proteft to a painted 
cheeke, that it is the moft honourable beauty, makes in the 
moft vnlawful finne, the largeft pleafure, which hee hath 
fo long protefted to others, that now hee beleeues it him- 
felfe, and with a fetled refolution in the fame, labours 
to worke it apparant, whilft prodigall in meanes, ryotous in 
exceffe, he intrudes with moft vndaunted forehead, euen 
into the nuptiall bed, to the fingle, drawes on the baflifull 
by the example of the bould, the bould by the inured praSife 
of cuftome, which extenuates the fenfe of mif-interpreta- 
tion, drawing on with a moft regardleffe hand thofe which 
nature never too much fortified, vpon whofe breafts are 
charaftred & infculpt the enfignes of weakneflTe, & refiftleflfe 
impotency : and yet thefe oftentimes to the fhame of men, 
fhall hold out when they would melt into nothing, trans- 
forme themfelues into any thing, and yet they are not 
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creatures of fuch outward reprefentation : for what doth 
their nicenefle, & their foftnefle, and their painted wings, and 
their bought compleftions, their borrowed faftiions, & their 
fained behaviours ; their wanton gates, and their endlefle 
delicacie, what do they prefent but mutability and incon- 
ftancy, and pride, pride of the eye and pride of the heart, ad- 
miration of themfelues, delegation of others, euen flagges 
of vanity, failes for the winde, apt to be puffed with euery 
blaft, and yet (a matter of admiration) they (land when 
fometimes greater ftrengths would fall. Therefore thou, 
who makeft thy whole life nothing but a praflife to vnder- 
mine their weakneffe, bee afhamed of thy felfe to bee more 
weake then they ; rather ftriue to lend one beame of thy 
ftrength to fupport the imbecility of their building, then 
thy whole to pull it downe : and then, when thou fhalt one 
day be called to this account, thefe things (through his po- 
licy that now feduceth thee, and carryes thee away) fliall 
not be layd to thy charge, nor thy life deferue an ill Epi- 
taph after thy death. 

An Epitaph vpon the Courtier. 

HEre lyes the fftan, tJmt fw man fees, 
WJio liu'd by crooked hamtnes and kneeSy 
And in his fieart did boyle that lujl^ 
That nought could quettch, but earth and dujl: 
And therefore Death Jiath made his bed. 
Where vnc/iafi tJtought mufi nere be bred^ 
Where if lufooner had been layd, 
Lejfe fummes his reckoning would haue paid, 

THe Country Getitlemany though his life bee moft fe- 
cure and quyet of all other, free from the trouble and 
difturbance of the world, efpecially fro the two raging feas 
thereof, the Court and Citie, accompanied with the inno- 
cent thoughts arifing from the grouy Woods, and floury 
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Meads, pleafant fountaines^ and harmeleiTe flockes, in his 
morning and euening contemplation^ amongft them where- 
with he may fpin out the true life, which is to liue indeed : 
yet if through thefe moft delicate contents, his vnrelifht 
natur fhall finde no true content, if his owne food cannot 
feed him, his owne flockes cloath him, his owne eftate con- 
tent him : but that his backe fhall engage him to the Mer- 
cers booke, and his belly pricke him on in delicafie of dyet, 
fo that to maintaine (Irange fare, and ftrange fafhions, his 
purfe-ftrings fhall be crackt, and his tenants rackt, hardly 
to digge out with fweaty browes, and fliflfe finews, a poore 
breath : And whilfl he fhould maintaine with his hofpitali- 
ty, from the gates of his charity, the daily refort of the im- 
potent and the needy, he fhuts his doores, and allowes his 
chimnies no fmoake, keeps his Chriflmas Hall in a Citizens 
chamber, turnes his men into boyes, and fometimes into 
women, regards not his place of calling, the honour of his 
houfe, the end of his beeing : takes no thought of thefe 
things, till at the lafl comes this fellow, that comes firfl or 
lafl, taketh him prifoner by the throat, fhackles him hand 
and foot, brings him to the barre of his anfwere, where 
thefe things, with many other, mofl largely, are layd to his 
charge. When this Curtaine fhall be taken away, and his 
eyes opened, then fhall hee fee the errour of his life, that 
wandred in that wretched way : and that which before hee 
was blinded in, he fhall now bee fenfible of : whereunto if 
for feare or terrour he fhal feeke to excufe, or by any means 
to wipe away the abufe of fo large a talent, and fo blacke a 
crime, the Diuell fhall produce, and his confcience confirme 
his guilt in the leafl claufe and tittle thereof, and fhall tell 
him to his face, where it may do him mofl fhame : thou waft 
vrimercifull to the poore, vnconfcionable to thy Tenants, 
grinding their faces by thy mercilefle exaflions, drawing 
out their labours in thy purles of pride, pulling the foode 
out of the hands of the hungry, the raiment from the loyns 
of thenaked,by fhuttingvp the doore of thy hofpitality : which 
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when hee fhall perceiue, and confider in himfelfe the good 
he hath omitted, and the euill he hath accomplifhed, and the 
iuft recompence for the meafure of his iniquity. 1 will 
leaue him in this acknowledgement, and that agony that 
I would neuer wifli to befall either honeft Gentleman, or 
good Yeoman. 

An Epitaph vpon the Country-man. 

OF woods, of plaineSy of hils, of dales, 
Of fields, of meads, of parkes, of pales, 
Of all I had, this I poffeg'e: 
I need no more, I haue no leffe. 

THe Citizen, or Tradesmans life is a life confiding of 
nothing but myflery, myftery in buying, myftery in 
felling, myftery in art, myftery in vfe : fo that in all thefe 
myfteries, with honeft regard, and confcionable gaines he 
may attaine to a competent fufficiency, to the maintenance 
of himfelfe, his wife, and his family, in a moft decent forme 
of futable ciuility. But if hee fhall vnder the Curtaine of 
this allowable honefty, with falfe weights, and wares, and 
meafures, and with feigned words, and falfe oathes, and 
fuch damnable auarice, feeke vnlawfuU gaines, and fudden 
wealthjOr ftiall fpread a larger faile then the wind hee fhall 
raife by honeft meanes fhall be able to fill, if the pride of his 
wife in moft curious, needleffe, vn-neceffary furnifhments, 
fhall take vp the increafe of a large talent : then all thefe, 
both direft and by-paths, fhall yeeld, or his greateft indu- 
ftry bring in : fo that the toyle of his body, and the difqui- 
etneffe of his minde, fhall bee a hell to himfelfe whileft hee 
Hues, and peraduenture a hell when he dyes : and all tHe 
recompence of this his trauaile fhall be but onely to pleafe 
his eye, and applaud the world in the vanity of her idle 
producements : a poore fatisfaftion. 

Therefore let him that would weare out his dayes in 
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peace, and fecurlty of life, make the world his tutor, which 
makes the backe looke greene, when the confcience withers 
within, that fets a faire gloffe vpon a foule text. Let not the 
endleffe pride of thy wife be the end of thy labour, to be the 
worlds flaue, and hers. Be not a Citizen in this, and thou 
(halt be nere the worfer man, which oftentimes in her is a 
caufe to wrong thee, and oftentimes in th^e a caufe to wrong 
thy felfe : for when thou exceeded wifedome in making her 
more then (he is, sh^e exceeds honefty in making thee more 
then wouldd b^e. And therefore let not this generall Cur- 
taine, which is drawne ouer the whole Citie, blinde th^e a- 
ny longer, but let thy faile be low, and thy heart not high, & 
thy wife not proud, nor thy children wanton, nor thy fer- 
uants idle, nor thy wares deceitfull, nor thy word uniuft, 
nor thy weights too light, nor thy confcience too heauy, nor 
any thing other then it (hould be : and then when the red 
croflTe (lands at thy doore, feare (hall not ftand at thy el- 
bow, & fo (hall thou Hue to be happy whileft thou lined, & 
bleflfed when thou dyed, and a good repute thy happy fune- 
rall. 

An Epitaph vpon the Citizen. 

FRom wares, and cares, andfainid breath, 
Here I at lajl am freed by Death, 
If that my dealing were not iufi, 
The more I feare, the leffe I truji. 
What though a hundred blew-coates Jing, 
My friends did mourne, the belles did ring, 
The earth receiu'd me with applaufe : 
All doth not better fnend my caufe. 
Fed I the hungry, clothed the poor e. 
Made I thefe friends to go before. 
No I left wealth behind vnfpettt. 
Coynes vnreceatid, that I had lent, 
Aftdfutes vnended wagd by cofl. 
And all I left behinde is lofl. 
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Good deeds I did, fmall gifts I gaue, 
Thofe went before me^ thofe 1 haue, 

THe Phifition is a member of much vfe and high 
efteeme in the world, by reafon of the infinite & innu- 
merable cafualties and infirmities that do dayly afflift and 
befeidge the life of matiy if fifty two difeafes belong to the 
eye, whereunto his mortallity is euer fubieft, how many 
to the whole body are incident, from the leaft of which not- 
witliftanding, if either coft or cunning may redeeme or fet 
vs free, who is it that though he efteeme his trafh neuer fo 
deare, yea though it hath coft him the pride of his foule, 
that would not impart it for this lewell the health of the 
body, O this body of ours it is the Diuell we all dote vp- 
on ! what time doe wee beftow in the garnifhment of the 
fame (and efpecially our woemen) in curling their treffes, 
in azuring their veines, in complexioning their cheeks, in 
Pomatums for their fkinnes, in Fucuffes for their faces, by 
fublimatinge, and mercury, by weed, by flower, and a thou- 
fand other feuerall deuifes, fuch as the former ages fimple 
purity neuer dreamed of, nor fucc^eding will beMeue of, 
that now befides Phyficke heres another world for 
their Ikill. But if an ague ftiall ftiake vs, or the gout 
torment vs, if a feuer Ihall heate the bloud, or the ftone 
pinch the reines or the bladder, then is he prefently fent for, 
and our griefes made knowne vnto him, when our lippes 
muft not be ftiut againft his bitter potions, nor our hands 
in detaining our liberallities, yet if notwithftanding all 
thefe if he fhall fkant vs in his fkill, or flacke his indeuor, 
or not vifite vs becaufe we are poore, or becaufe of our 
wealth (hall linger out difeafe for expence, and his gaines, 
or if hee (hall praftife vncontriued conclufions vpon our 
Hues, or perfwade vs of life in the hands of death, to de- 
fer our repentance ; If he ftiall forfake a ficke body in the 
hofpit^ll, to go paint a faire face in a Ladies chamber, if he 
ftiall feare vs out of our wits with ftrange words, or per- 

G fwade 

i ■ 49 



42 The Curtaine-Drawer 

fwade vs we are ficke when we are well, or vent his drugs 
for one vertue when they are for another, (or for none at 
all) if he fhall do any of thefe things let him know the abufe 
is great, and the wrong iniurious, and that this diuine 
gift was not lent him to that end, and though that now hee 
confiders not thefe things, they fhall one day be confidered 
and laid vnto his charge. 

An Epitaph vpon the Phyjition. 

HEre lies he now afadome deepe^ 
That loji the thing he could not keepe^ 
And fold the thing he could not buy^ 

When as he came to tK point to dye^ 
And for becaufe he neuer cat^d 

What Hues hefpilt, his may be fpar'd, 

THe Harlot of all other is the moft bafe and contemp- 
tibleft creature lining, for whereas all other profeffi- 
ons though neuer fo vildely abufed yet haue fome fhew and 
colour of honefty, but this hath none, this lies open to the 
curffe, and damnation is wrote ouer the door pofts, that 
which but once done hath bene the mine of many a fami- 
ly, and hath fet a perpetuall ftampe of infamy on the fore- 
head, extending to fucceeding pofterities, yet this to bee 
made a profeffion, to bandy together the incendiaries of 
the world, hatefuU to God, (hamefuU to men, contemned of 
the moft diffolute and fcorned of thofe that moft vfe them, 
lyuing by difeafes and deceit, and dying through mifery 
and want, cheating from many for a time to bee cheated of 
all, by fome one at laft, fhifting from place to place, yet feare 
euer purfuing her, oft changing name and habit yet euer 
found out to her defteny, fuch monfters of nature, fuch 
fhames to their fexes, as but that they are, would neuer b^e 
imagined could be and yet fuch to liue and exift, and with 
vndaunted browes to looke the world in the face, to liue in 
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a continuall hell, yet neuer to thinke of hell, nor to minde 
heauen, O the apparant blindneffe of thefe eyelefle and 
infenfible creatures, and the ftrange effeft of this Curtaine! 
that it ftiould fo muffle and obfcure the eye and fence of all 
vnderftanding, that it ftiould perfwade a creature of capa- 
bility and reafon for the very huftces and refufe and word 
of the world ; for the prefent, to forfake a fucceeding inhe- 
ritance, infinite and inexplicable to come: a very fearefuU 
and trembling finne it is to be the author of anothers de- 
ftruftion, for it fhall be wrote in our owne inditemenl, arid 
turned vpon our owne heads, and laid to our charge: then 
woe to thefe that with themfelues draw whole troopes thi- 
ther, and day by day, yea and night by night adde to the 
number, without the leaft fence or regard thereof, for what 
thinkes fliee of this in her day of youth, in her frefti bloud 
and flowing vanities, in her high fed and ftrong diet, in the 
armes of fome protefting, furious, and regardleffe gallant, 
that would feeme to dare damnation, ftiouring whole hand- 
fuls of gold into her lap, and powring out himfelfe in the 
armes of her luft, and at his exit another to enter, and fuc- 
ceed in his fteed, fo that flie fpinnes out her time in content 
and delight, till this fower harbenger, vnwelcome gueft, y* 
neuer lodges far of, knockes at her dore in the flower of her 
beft yeares, ere her glafle be halfe runne, & takes her vp as 
an Inne or a lodge for his fore-runners mifery, a hofpitall 
for pouerty, and pennury, for fickenefle and infirmity, in 
whom difeafes, in various kinds mutine, ftiouldering one 
another, till at the laft their whole diflention pull downe 
the whole frame vpon their heads and lay the tymber in 
the duft, that might elfe have ftood many years vnftiaken : 
and then in the autumne of her ioy, and firft Spring of her 
mifery, in the cogitation, execution, and euent of thefe 
things flie perceiues where flie hath digrefl, ftie fees which 
before flie could not behold, and where ftie can go no fur- 
ther, all tir'd and weary and woefull there ftiee makes her 
ftand the true anatomy and courfe of the world, that had 
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rather taft their bane and die, then vnderftand the danger 
and forbeare. 

And in this methinkes the deuiU doth fo vifibly ap- 
peare and manifeft himfelfe, that we may behold him a far 
of with his Curtaine in his hand, blinding and deluding 
whole multitudes with the fame, for the body, being the 
subieft and obiefl of our delight, vpon the which wee are 
all by nature curious and regardfull, and vpon which expe- 
rience and time hath read a large lefture of her learning 
vnto, for the moft part wee forbeare the aire, if it may chill 
vs, the Sunne if it may fcortch vs, the winds if they may 
diftemper vs, we forbeare thofe meates the appetite re- 
quires, which may afterwards annoy vs, fometimes wee 
forbeare fleepe, fometimes food, fometimes exercife, and at 
any time any thing that we feare may annoy vs or call our 
health into queftion, and befides the forbearing of thefe 
things, delightfuU and pleafant vnto vs, wee proceed fur- 
ther, & are not curious to take thofe meates in at our mouth 
which nature loathes, and death would euen feeke to fhun, 
and dye rather then to be fo ranfomed, as vomits, purgati- 
ons, bitter drugges and vnfauory pilles, mens dung, and 
hens dung, wolues dung, and doues, vomit of dogges, 
their vrines, fweate, fpittle, and poyfons, and a thoufand 
fuch like things, becaufe we defcerne that through the for- 
mer by fome abufe, or caufe, or accident, danger and difeafe 
hath fometimes crept vpon vs, which by the latter haue 
beene put to flight, and yet that there fhould be creatures li- 
uing and fo louing and doting thereupon, making it as a 
God of their idolatry, that will be blinded and lead on by 
fo bafe a pleafure, the path-way to deftruftion, to the fpitle 
of all difeafes, throughout the fhame of a world of contem- 
ning eyes, and as many crying voyces, moft pregnant 
prefidenfes. This path I trod, and it led mee to de- 
ftruftion. 

Now that the diuell may thus blind vs to wracke our 
owne bodies vpon that whom our chiefe delight is fo fired, 
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and the end whereof we daily looke on with our eyes, much 
more may hee our foules with this deceitful! inticement 
which although a thoufand times more pretious, yet are a 
thoufand times leffe thought of: The end whereof we de- 
fcerne not when we fee the body lye in the duft: he that is in 
health fcornes the Phyfition, though he be fubiefl to a 
thoufand infirmities, whofe body may read new leftures 
euery day to a looo Colledges & their Doftors, & he that is 
yong fcornes the aged, though euery day hee addes to his 
number, and creepes towards that he fcornes, and hee that 
Hues to day, thinkes not to dye as .yet, though his graue 
may be digged to-morrow : and fhe that is entred into this 
fociety but yefterday, lookes not thence fo farre, as to her 
that lies in the fpitle, nor neuer makes others her own cafe, 
till her foot be within the gate, fhe in the fame predicament, 
and then fhe make looke backeward with forrow and griefe 
wifhing her former innocent dales againe, (a fruiteleffe de- 
fire) which though it were then thought for with a fea of 
teares, can neuer be recalled, or one howre, or minute re- 
deemed, or one lofTe receiued preuented. Therefore be wary 
in all aflions, and fearefuU to commit euill, or that which 
cannot be amended. 

A fmne once committed may be often repented for, but 
neuer vndone againe: well had it bene with many thoufand 
in the world, if at their deaths they might haue called back 
but one yeare of their former fmfull, wretched, and 
miferable Hues, for a repentance for their former offen- 
ces: but that fwift winged antiquity euer lookes foreward, 
and neuer turnes backeward: if a king haue to do with thee 
he mufl be ready when thou comeft or he fhall loofe his la- 
bour, for if thou be once paft thou wilt not looke backe at 
his callings, if thou wouldfl but reuert or fland flill, who 
would weare his head white, and his beard grey, his eyes 
hollow and his eares deafe, a dropping nofe, a wrinkled 
brow, fhaking hands and toothleffe gums, feeble legges, and 
fhrunke fmewes, blacke veines, and idle braines, if thou 
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wouldft become leffe (lately, admit conference, take bribes 
who would bee burdened with thefe vnneceffaries, if thou 
wouldft but let go thy hold, who would not (hake thee of 
his (houlders. 

O thou that makeft vs all old, make vs likewife all wife 
that wee may ftill preuent thy fp6ed, that we mifpend not 
thy portion, giue vs no time to doe our felues nor others 
that iniury, that thou wilt giue vs no time to make amends 
for. Keepe vs in awe with this remembrance, that what- 
foeuer we do, though it be done neuer fo fecret, and a thou- 
fand Curtaines fpread ouer it, yet that thou wilt one day 
bring it to light, and let euery feuerall perfon and eftate 
apply it to themfelues. 

Let not the wife in her faire ornaments and beautifull 
bedeckings beare an outward forme to her hufband both of 
loue and conftancy, yet whilft (hee lookes faire in his face 
to abufe him behind his backe, not caring how often done, 
but how fecret carried, but let her know from thy mouth, 
though (he abufe the prefent, that for euery fuch time, (h6e 
(hall haue time to curfe that time. 

Let not the feruant with vnpleated browes, and prefen- 
ted innocency abufe the truft committed to his charge, for 
if hee doe thou wilt one day bring him forth to his 
(hame. 

Let the Lawyer, the Vfurer, the Courtier, the Country- 
man, the Citizen, the Phyfition, the Harlot, euery one of 
thefe, and euery one in the world know, that not the leaft 
iniury, either committed or contained, either couertly, or 
openly, by what fraud or cunning foever, be it what it will 
be, if it be not what it (hould, but thou wilt one day finde a 
day to bring it forth, either aft or thought, and apply it 
though nere fo bitter to the confcience: let murder ftrike 
nere fo cunningly, or treafon plot nere fo fecretly, or poUi- 
cy worke nere fo couertly, but thou wilt one day find them 
out. 

O thou inualuable iewell ! how art thou in this age caft 
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the dunghill? how doft thou burne out thy day-light to 
thefe thy regardleffe children ? whilft they paffe thee ouer, 
fome with drunkenneffe, fome with gluttony, fome with 
floathfulneffe, fome in wantonneffe, fome in gaming, fome 
in fwearing, fome in fwaggering, fome in contriuing of fa- 
(hions, fome in contriuing of geftures, fome fleepe thee 
till noone, fome play thee out till night, and thus all fpurre 
thee forward firft, which art otherwife fwift enough of foot 
without driuing. 

But none apply thee to thy right vfe: theeues wake at 
midnight to do their burglaries, to cut mens throates, and 
fhall not true men watch to preuent them ? 

Shall the Diuell attend his opportunities to do vs mif- 
chiefe, and fhall we not take opportunity to preuent him ? 
from the wilineffe of this ferpent may we learne to obferue 
that all things will not fit at all times and feafons, that 
times muft be taken whilft they offer themfelues, for he 
whofe yeares a whole volume of yeares and experience on 
his backe knoweth that the world waxeth old, and the laft 
daies are drawing on, and his time to bee but fhort, and 
therefore now he loofeth no opportunity, he trauerfeth eue- 
ry corner and quarter and angle of the earth, and where he 
finds the leaft confent to any 'finfull or wicked a6lion, al- 
though but in thought, & held of with much refpeft of fuccee- 
ding confequence of feare & terrour, he driues into an iffue : 
Let him but finde the leaft fparke in the lint, hee neuer cea- 
feth blowing till he haue made it a huge flame : if the price 
be once fet, he quickly driues the bargaine, be the diftance 
neuer fo farre a funder : who euer makes the vnlawfull bed 
of luft, he ftill drawes the Curtaine. Each Play-houfe 
aduanceth his flagge in the aire, whither quickly, at the wa- 
ving thereof, are fummoned whole troopes of men, women 
and children. Euery Tauerne and Ale-houfe haue his Cur- 
taines to include and fecure their giddy and diftempered 
guefts, and they are Curtaine-drawers too, fo that his pro- 
fefllion is euen taken out of his hands, and yet he is con- 
tent 
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tent, becaufe it faues him much labour, yet diminifheth 
none of his gaines. His profeflion is to deceiue, we deceiue 
one another, and fo are his workemen to draw to deftru- 
£lion : fo we conioyne in wickedneffe, and draw one another 
headlong to beguile with faire (hews, and large promifes, 
the fafhion of the world too common, to promife the moft 
good when we intend moft mifchiefe : For, Fronti nulla fi- 
des, there is a thicke Curtaine drawne ouer the heart, and 
the purpofes thereof cannot be defcryed in the face : for de- 
ceit (like a cunning theefe) euer lyes in ambufli, it cannot 
indure to lye naked no more then the fifh dis-elemented on 
the ftiore, nor to looke vpon the light: caft but a vaile ouer 
it, and there it Hues and pants, and breathes, to the con- 
firmation whereof came in an ancient Bill-man of y^ night 
with his Qui male agit^ &c. to witneffe how when y^ Cur- 
taines of darkneffe and night being fpread ouer all the 
world, when reft and neft haue difpofed of all innocent 
thoughts, and harmeleffe creatures of the earth, then to vs 
as the Centinels of the feafon, ordained to marke y* Queene 
of Flouds how ftie lends her borrowed light to all y« twin- 
kling hand-maids that adorne the bofome of her ftiady 
walke, how fhe formes to weake imaginations, conceitfuU 
counterfeits, to affright dimme eyes, and guilty confcien- 
ces, with a terrour of their owne fufpition, to heare the 
vn-regarded clockes how they cry out when no man at- 
tends them, how they number the tardy minutes, fome too 
fwift, and fome too flow, whileft the fluggifti Sextons ei- 
ther fleeping deafe, or drunken dead, dreame of nothing but 
Ale-houfe Cannes, and Tapfters tongues, and the death 
of great men, of pafling bels of boone companions, and a 
world of fuch like fantafies, was I ordained to marke & 
fee, yet to conceale and hide that which thefe guilty feafons 
would cloake and fmother, that the Sunne (hould neuer 
f6e, nor the world fhould neuer know, as Venus waking 
when Vukane fleepes, feruants reuelling when their mai- 
fters reft, the nightly, and nightlong pranking and pruning 
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vp of old withered faces, the aged femblances of youthful! 
minds, that night by night would wipe off day by day, op- 
pofing themfelues flat againft nature in ftudying to correft 
that high artificers diuine work-manfhip, and purpofe as 
many wayes as Pride the mother can deuife, or Shame the 
daughter praftife and follow. 

To fee light-headed drunkenneffe indent the way from 
fide to fide, till fome flinty friend or other lend them as 
wholefome repofe as they poor marble-hearted Scithians 
can affoord. To heare infatiate gluttony cry out in one cor- 
ner of too much delicafie, diftreffed penury of another of 
too much fcarfity, when the fuperfluity and hurt of the one 
might haue fufficed the want and neceffity of the other. 
To fee thofe Englifli Antipodes^ or man-worfliippers, who 
the bleffed Sunne f<6es not in his whole annuall comple- 
ment, at their fet feafts, and folitary banquets, with their 
confort cut-purfe Cockatrifes. To fee Curtizans and Coa-- 
ches, Curtizans in Coaches, thundring their mornings 
muficke newly after midnight difceafe, to awake the Di- 
vell, if euer he flept, loudly informing him how early they 
rife, and how late they watch, and what paines they take to 
be his. 

To heare and fee the Diuels Souldiers menacing deepe 
damned oathes againft heauen gates, whofe tongues the 
day before, talked of nothing but mifery and want, infir- 
mity and neceflity, when now to reward their rewarders, 
their wilfuU finnes, and abhominable abhominations cry 
out for vengeance vpon a whole City. To fee with griefe, 
a world of wickedneffe in a Parenthefis of a kingdome, 
nay in a little corner of a citie. 

To f(6e the early and late walking of trap-dreading gal- 
lants, whofe onely confciences jdare enter no league with 
the day, mary in the night they are talented with Iron 
clawes, whofe ready fangs are neuer to feeke to enter vp- 
on any one for the leaft advantage or gaine : then Serge- 
ant Silver-button, and Mace the backe-man are as heauy 
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that time of the night, as the mettall they weare that time 
of the day. 

An Epitaph vpon the Harlot. 

HEre doth/he lye^ that late did dye 
By Jtckenejfe and difea/e. 
That dy'd but youngs yet Hud too long^ 
By many moneths and dayes. 
For vnderjlandy her life was fcatid 
By certaine true report. 
And found too lights which but elfe might, 
Though long^ hau^ beene butjhort, 

Vpon a Coffin by S. I. D, 

THere was a man befpake a thing, 
Which when the owner home did bring, 
He that made it, did refufe it, 
And he that bought it would not vfe it, 
And he that hath it doth not know, 
Whether he hath it, ay or no. 

In Vulponem. 

THe Fox is earthed now in the ground, 
Who liuing, fear'd not home nor hound. 
That kept the Huntfmen at a bay, 
Before their faces ceaz'd his prey. 
Of whofe fucceffeful thriuing wit, 
Bookes haue beene made, and playes beene writ, 
That prey'd on Mallard, Plover, Ducke, 
And euer Scap'd by craft or lucke : 
Yet now hee's gone : what though behinde, 
Are Cubbes too many of his kinde ? 
Who whilft by death hee's kept away. 

Will 
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Will make a purchafe of his prey. 
And when the old he left is gone, 
Will finde out more to worke vpon. 

In Skinners (hops, though fome appeare, 

Tis long before the laft comes there. j^,*u^^ 

S. R. 5iv-^-^ 

Vpon a couetous moji mijierable Myfer, lately 

deceafed in Hungaria. 

HEre lyes he pent in narrow roome, 
Who but for coft had had a toombe : 
And why not hee, as poorer men, 
Who left more wealth then toomb'd men ten ? 
Why's he deni'd that thofe men haue, 
Whofe gold (fome fay) would fill his graue ? 
The reafon if you feeke to know, 
Tis not for coft, miftake not fo. 
But tis that with his body rotten, 
His name on earth fhould be forgotten. 
Whofe fummes of mifchiefe were defraid. 
But good deeds all were left vnpaid. 

Sometimes with pale watry beames, and dimme refle- 
fting light, do we behold fome candle fpreading out it felfe 
from fome mifers clofet, or counting-houfe, whiFft hee 
himfelfe difquieted with a lealoufe feare, and fearfull loue 
of loofing that, got with fo much trauaile and paines, and 
kept with more difquietneffe of minde, barricadoed vnder 
ten lockes and keyes : yet notwithftanding to torment the 
iealoufie of his age and miftruft, thinkes it neuer fafe e- 
nough : for in the middle of his Heep he oftentimes dreames 
that his lockes are broken open, and his chefts rifled, and 
his bagges emptyed, and his money difperfed. In this pof- 
feflion breakes from out his flumbers, throws off his man- 
tle, takes his keyes vnder his pillow, raifeth his feruants, 
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calleth for his tinderbox, befets his doores, and after all 
this findes all fafe, yet for feare euery ioynt trembles long 
after. 

In this pittifull betaking, into his counting-houfe hee 
gets curfing himfelfe, but not his money, and all idle fanta- 
fies, and dreames, protefts by the light that excludes the 
darkneffe, y* it fhall euer be his fellow-watchman : yet being 
after perfwaded, y* iron boults and ftrong wals are trufty fer- 
uants & cannot deceiue him, after a night or two he falles to 
his reft againe : when prefently, euen at y^ heele of the leaft 
flumber, thefe fancies creep into his brains againe. Some- 
times he dreames y* he is poifoned by his wife, or betraid by 
his feruants, fufpefts his deereft friends, & his neereft fami- 
liars, the torment of his iealoufe miferable life, his poore 
kindred, that languifh out their Hues, fitting downe hun- 
gry, and rifmg vp empty, conclude with the old Proverbe : 
Many a facke is knit vp before it be full, flock to his doores 
with full ftomackes, and empty fides, loaded with the 
fruitfulneffe of children, when the leaft of any are denyed 
to his bed : yet whifft they are ready to pine, and his met- 
tals to ruft, with a mifers hand, and a churles almes, hee 
turnes them home empty and hungry away. 

At his doores we often knocke, and at his window of- 
ten call, to be wary of their light, which they nor wee need 
not feare, for it is watched night by night by the old Can- 
ker himfelfe. 

And not many nights fince, when we had walked all our 
ftations, from the firft bounds of our Wardes, to the laft 
ftep it contained, and had not met with any incounter wor- 
thy the examination, or the Counter, from whence wee 
might extraft or deriue our cuftomary fees, till at the laft 
we accofted one, that by his attire and behauiour feemed to 
be fome great perfonage, whom wee thought it not our 
parts to call in queftion, but very dutifully making our o- 
bayfance vnto him, gave him the time of the night, for 
the which he not only gaue vs thankes, but alfo began to 
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commend our diligence, and care, and good attendance, 
when before his face fate halfe our company afleep, lea- 
ning their heads againft their bils, and their billes againft 
the wall. 

Wee tooke his commendation, although vndeferuedly 
beftowed, for the which fome of our drowfie Bill-men 
taking (late vpon them, gave him a nod, and fo wee would 
haue paffed him away, without demanding what he was, 
when he prefently began to confeffe, that he was both a 
Courtier and a Traueller, and one to whom all the Courts 
and Citie-gates in the world had giuen paflage : that hee 
had more friends then a thoufand of thefe vaine talking 
curirus Criticks, y* cannot indure to fupple an old fore, nor 
plafter ouer the lead crime, that haue not the perfeft vfe of y* 
tongue, y* cannot turne it otherwife then the truth direfts, y* 
cannot looke but ftraight forward, that cannot looke downe 
where thrift may lift them vp, that cannot runne ouer a 
crime like a bowle, but muft digge it up like a mattocke. 
And that he had praftifed his Arte fo long in the world, that 
now not his lead Pupill but was a Doflor, and profeft 
the rudiments and true orthography, praflifmg moft gene- 
rally, not only vpon others, but alfo vpon themfelues. And 
as he the great feducer and flatterer of the world, fo euery 
man hath a little world of himfelfe, wherein he exercifeth 
his dangerous doflrine, foothing himfelfe in his peruerted 
ludgement, throughout all the by-paths of his life. If he 
be an vfurer, he flatters himfelfe that in time it may make 
him an Alderman. If a Lawyer that he fhall be a Judge in 
time, fo he fticke not at a little bribery. If a Tradef man, 
that by his deceit and couzenage, hee fliall bee maifter of 
his Company. The proud man is puft vp with this opini- 
on, that the world admires him. The couetous, that his 
bagges (hould be a little fuller. The enuious, that hee fhall 
one day haue a time to auenge himfelfe. 

And when at any time, the confideration of thefe things 
fhall giue the leaft checke to the confcience, prefently the 
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example of the world puis it along : for from the finne of 
the mod imaginary lightneffe in the world, to that which 
bendeth downe with weight : from that which walkes o- 
penly in the ftreet, to that which but peepes through the 
window, are whole troopes of that ranke, whereunto are 
daily added, and the number is ftill the caufe of more en- 
creafe : for foone follows one where thoufands ran before, 
that confirmes all doubts that the confcience raifeth vp, 
that beares downe headlong all that would refill it. One 
will be as rich as another, as proud as another, as enuious 
as another : no honefter then another, no better then ano- 
ther, and the example of one ftill drawes on another : there- 
fore feeing y* whole world is in an errour, & if any be exemp- 
ted, the multitude is euer ready to carry them away : Yet 
let y« leffer part be confirmed, and the greater part conuer- 
ted, and euery one labour to draw this Curtaine from be- 
fore their eyes, and not all be carryed away with this head- 
ftrong tide, with this flourifh of the prefent, but regard the 
future. Anatomize the whole parts of time, and make vfe 
of her fpeed : and fince ftie returnes not to make amends, 
be wary what thou burdeneft her withall. Sell not thy 
fr^edome for an endleffe captiuity, abufe not thy Talent, 
bee not deceiued with outward fliewes, but lay thy leuell 
with wifedome and diredlion, and contemplate as hereaf- 
ter foUoweth. 

WOuld I difclofe the fecrets I haue feene 
In Clofets, Chambers, bofomes I haue bene, 
And heere fet downe what erft I haue neglefted. 
How minds of men and women are affefted. 
Then fhould I write of fome fo ftrangly bafe, 
Beares Diuels breafts, that weare an Angels face : 
The fubtill hammer of whofe forge within, 
That workes blacke mifchiefe, fhewes not out fuch finnes. 
Here Vulcan vowing in his grymy breaft, 
His wiues difhonour (hall inrich his cheft. 

Of 
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Of fome whofe meditation is their care, 
To father on long daies, deceitful! ware : 
Here dwels a Merchant that hath ftore of wealth, 
A faire yong wife, that wants, as he wants health : 
Within whofe breaft I fee contriu'd and plotted. 
That, which for fatall hufbands is alotted : 
Which though enadled twenty times a day. 
The tongue conceales, the face doth not betray. 
Within fome breads and bofomes I haue gone, 
Confcience I find more harder then a ftone. 
In other fome whofe number is not fmall, 
A little remnant, in fome not at all : 
Heres one whofe confcience beareth ludas curfe. 
That vowes damnation, but heele fill the purfe 
A wayting miftreffe that is poore and proud. 
Will do what vertue neuer yet alow'd. 
For filken trappings and for golden pay, 
Turnes whoore to morrow, is refolu'd to day. 
An antient thefe of twenty yeares and more. 
Hath vow'd from day to day to fteale no more ; 
Yet now to make his broken fumme vp iuft. 
Will venture once more and be hang'd I truft. 
Should I go forward through a world of mind 
Rip euery breaft and bofome ill inclined, 
And fhew the purpofe therein was intended, 
My booke would ftill draw leaues, not here be ended. 
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SI in igne arde- 
bit qui noD dedit 
propria vbi arde- 
bit qui runipuit 

Si rieriatas in 



Amare & Tape- 
re vix Deo con- 



A meditation of the vanity of all 

vanity, Jhewing they are leaji wife 

that moji v/e it. 

JHAT man of reafon Hues that would poffeffe, 
DAU Diues wealth for Diues wretchednefTe, 
WWould weare his rich robes, and his foft attire, 
jAnd fare delitioufly, to earne his hire. 
O little thought he when he liuM heere, 
One droppe of water would haue bene fo deere : 
That all that malTe that did to him belong, 
Could not haue bought it to haue col'd his tongue. 
Little thinke great men as they liue today, 
Their foules to morrow may be tane away. 
How can we thinke thefe building purchafers, 
Thefe moni'd mifers, and extortioners. 
Thefe gouty old that fcarce haue eyes to fee. 
How rich are they, and yet how poore they bee : 
That gather houfe to houfe and land to lands. 
As if their leafe of life were in their hands. 
Belike they thinke to fee death when he comes. 
But he regardeth not their idle fummes. 
Or elfe they thinke he will not come at alt, 
And that's the reafon their account's fo fmall. 
Or elfe they thinke he will defer his day, 
And therefore they will take time whilft they may. 
Your proud lafciuious wiues that fport and fpend. 
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That know no meafure, that regard no end : 

For whofe luxurious dyet and array, 

You euen are forc't to fell your felues away. 

By no meanes thinke that they (hall one day feed, 

The crawling wormes that in the duft do breed : 

For if they did they would abate their pride, 

And caft their idle vanities afide : 

And if they did fo many fliould not call, 

With pinM Lazarus for crummes that fall 

Downe from your tables, whiPft you feaft and feed. 

And neVe remember thofe in want and need. 

Draw but the curtaine from before your eyes, 

And looke into the earth, not to the ikies : 

Dart downe your eye-bals, pierce but two yards deepe. 

Into her center to the beds where fleepe. 

The mangled corpes of many thoufand men. 

That once haue walk*d, and once ftiall walke agen : 

Where lies the Courtier and the Lady gay, 

Sleeping in darke-beds with the wormes and clay, 

Rotting in moulder, grieuous to be told. 

But far more griefly dreadfuU to behold. 

The flefh in whole lumps dropping from the bone, 

That once fo curioufly was plaftered on : 

The mouth that was fo delicate in taft. 

That all the dainties in the world did waft : 

That the poore winged creature could not flye. 

Along the aire nor keepe aloft the fkie. 

Nor the defenceleffe fifties, runne and play 

Vnder the waues and mountaines of the fea. 

But meanes were vs*d, where euer they did keepe, 

To fetch them from the Clouds, or from the deepe. 

And were their courfe Eaft, Weft, or North, or South, 

Became at laft a morfell for the mouth. 

The eye that was fo curious to behold, 

The body deckt in ornaments of gold, 

That like two orient chriftalls gaue their light 

I To 

/ 65 



58 



TJie Curtaine-Draiver 



Saint Peters 
Church of 
^f^; was anci- 
ently the 
Temple of A^ 
polio, which in 
the raigne of 
Antonius Pius 
was ouer- 
throwne; of 
whofe mine 
SebertlL, of the 
Eafl Angles 
built another 
to5'./V/fr,and 



To looke on vanity both day and night : 

For whofe defence thefe day-ftarres of all faces, 

Were pent, houl'd and fhut ore with nimble cafes, 

That ftill watcht ouer them and euer fhut, 

In the leaft feare of any dangers put. 

And not the fmalleft moat the Sunne-beames lend, 

But would them forely grieue' and much offend : 

Yet now they iuftle where they cannot fee, 

Becaufe in darkneffe euermore they bee. 

With bones and ftones, with water and with duft, 

Out of their manfions difpofeft and thruft. 

That he that now beholds them cannot deeme, 

That they were euer gemmes of fuch efteeme. 

Inftrufl them therefore that they now may fee. 

What then they (hall not, when as there they be. 

O he that would anatomize a man I 

Shewing how all his life is but a fpanne ! 

Compared to a fhip borne with the wind. 

That plowes the fea, no furrowes leaues behind, 

Neuer continues in one certaine (lay, 

Not iuft to-morrow what he is to day. 

We fat thofe creatures that our bodies need, 

A thoufand times that they may us once feed, 

The pooreft beggar and the riche(t King, 

Make but two feuerall di(hes of one thing. 

Go but vnto that ancient teeming mother. 

For all the world knowes fcarcely fuch another, 

Whofe royall burdened honourable wombe. 

So many Kings and Nobles doth intombe, 

Where all the famous Henries do remaine, 

Edwards and Richards that did rule and raigne, 

Whofe glitteringe fwords by conqueft kept from ruft. 

Their glory ended here, conuert to duft. 

The mixture of whofe bones that now not ake, 

Methinkes (hould mutine, and the building (hake, 

To fimpathife the royalty they had 

How 
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How fimply they're regarded^ barely clad 

So afke them now where is there pompe and (late, 

The heads and knees well bar*d and bow'd of late : 

Their troupes and traines, to go, to ride, to runne, 

Anfwere thy felfe, thy felfe that all is done. 

Where is thy Queene that once lay by thy fide ? 

Why flie is gone, children and friends befide 

Are likewife gone, and bid thee all adue. 

Now heele not not feme thee, that before did fue. 

Thy guard forfakes thee, if thou chance to call, 

From the great chamber, there's none comes at all. 

The wormes may ceaze thee, treafon may be wrought, 

Whilft thou li'ft feftered eafy to be caught, 

And what ? no ranfome } no not for a king } 

Why his exchequers would a million bring : 

To gaine his freedome will not that preuaile. 

In the worlds a£lions this would furely baile. 

Refpeflleffe death what may thy dwelling be. 

That equals all ? was neuer brib*d by fee } 

Doft thou inhabite in the watry deepes, 

Where flymy Neptune his moyft kingdome keeps } 

Or doft thou venture in the gloomy cells. 

Where nought but moody melancholy dwels. 

Or 'mongft the winds may thy rockt pallace bee, 

Whofe blow all feel but neuer one did fee, 

(Where e're thou dwelFft) would all the world would take 

Thy courfe in iuftice euen for iuftice fake. 

Then fhould no fentence from the mouth proceed, 

To wrong the truth becaufe the iudge is fee'd. 

Then fhould the rich man and the poore contend, 

With equall hope when iuftice way*d the end. 

Hadft thou a gainefuU hand, a rich poore-cheft, 

How little feldome couldft thou euer reft, 

What Argos ey d could watch thy brawling gate, 

In dew-dropt mornings or darke-euenings late, 

That ere could clofe on heauy fluggifli eye, 

I 2 To 
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To bury Morpheus though he dead fhould lie, 

But ftill the brawling anuile of the dore, 

Should fummon him to waken more and more, 

Or mothers fad-teares thawing frofty-ftones, 

Should waken him with her continuall grones, 

Which from her waflit ^yt& in aboundance runne. 

From griefe made Oceans for her dying fonne. 

Offring thee bounteous fees, nay all her (lore, 

To fpare her onely fonne fhe hath no naore. 

Or woeful widdowed fcarce weeke-wedded wife, 

Would fue vnto thee for her hufbands life : 

Calling thee irkfome, fuUen, and vnkind, 

That did'ft diuorce fo lately, thofe combined : 

And though thou wouldft haue taken him away 

Becaufe thou longer didft not giue him day. 

But thou art blind and haft no eyes to fee, 

And therefore ftrikes the next who ere it be. 

If thou wert partiall then the poore fhould dye, 

And Kings, and Lords, and great men fhould go by : 

But thou as foone knockes at the rich mans gate. 

As his ordained to pouerty and hate. 

The King and peafant. Scepter and the fpade, 

To thee are equall and both one are made, 

And all the difference that they either haue. 

When both are dead and both laid in the graue. 

Is that the rich man hath his tombe or ftone. 

The poore man hath his earth, but he hath none: 

In thine owne aftions, if thou pleafure take. 

To view the graues that thou thyfelfe doft make. 

Then walke our Church-yards, for whofe plentious pride. 

More bodies rot then Englands halfe befides. 

For from the peftred houfes and the ftreetes, 

Where all the confluence of the kingdome meetes 

Comes dayly coarfes where fuch numbers breed. 

And numbers numberleffe befides do feed. 

That Sextons and the Pioners do fing. 

Whilft 
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Whilft of 500 bels fome alwaies ring, 

The wormes like people that in London breed, 

Are curious where they picke and how they feed, 

Becaufe they haue plenty alwaies new being fent, 

Before the old's halfe eaten or halfe fpent. 

You gallant dames behold your doome, 

To me at length you all muft come. 

Though neVe fo fine, you are but dull, 

Though ne*re fo loath, away you muft. 

Though all the world would tell you nay, 

If I fay go, you muft not ftay : 

When once I take you in my hands, 

Who is*t my puyffant force withftands } 

I do diuorce the King and Crowne, 

The hieft fooneft pull I downe, 

I feperate the bride her bed. 

The fingle and the married, 

The friends that many a time haue met, 

I haue parted, and paid many a debt : 

The feruant often haue I freed, 

Before the maifter was agreed : 

And many a yonger brother bred, 

I haue moft richly married. 

The proudeft heart that euer thought. 

Or hieft afts that euer wrought. 

The richeft Kings that euer raign'd. 

And pooreft begger moft difdain'd 

Haue I made equall in their power. 

Within a day, within an houre. 

You careleffe, you looke well on me, 

For as I am fo (hal you be. 

I am that Death, at length that muft. 

Lay all your glory in the duft. 

It's I, it's I, that giue the fall, 

To euery one both great and fmall : 

No wealth, no ftrength, no poUicy, 

I 3 Can 
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Can make refiftance, all muft dye, 
Therefore let this be ftill your fong, 
Dead (hall I be eVe it be long : 
Then woe to them ten thoufand fold, 
Whom death as prifoners ftill fhall hold, 
But happy they whofe life ftiall be, 
By death more happy, made more free. 



FINIS. 
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NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 



Title-page, 1. 7, "a ^or/e-^acJie*" =: nAiOTse-haickc, or on hone-back. 
To the Reader, L 3, "tmto aur/caine^*^ for or as our scene or stage. 
Page 3, L 7, '* Drawer**', a Tavern term = one who draws liquids. 

„ 3, 1. 8, " Scould** « scold: " Shrow *' = shrew. 

„ 3, 1. II, ••/w*/"^ foolish. 

>i 3> !• I2« '*.5]^i)tt/^"B- hospital and alms-house. 

»> 3» !• '9> "iSr««^iwrf"=men who (i) drew out contracts, (2) money- 
lenders — as was Milton's father. 

„ 4, 11. 20-1, *^ Beware of Suretipiip^^x George Herbert later warned with 
kindred vehemence in his " Church- Porch ": see Aldine edition 
of the Poems, pp. 29, 380, 381. 

„ 4, L 23, " Counter** = prison, so named. 

„ 5, last line, " hankerout ** = bankrupt 

%* ^9 1* 5> " on aged lew ** — an ancient gibe against the Jew. 

„ 6, 1. 6 (from bottom), ** total** ^ wholly, altogether. 

„ 7, 1. 10, *' Tejlers head** « the fixed top and head parts of a bedstead. 

„ 8, 1. 4, " Scedule ** » schedule, paper or parchment containing inventory. 

>» 9> ** ^^^ ^^ waxing waning world,** &c.; L 8, ** Adamantine** — an odd 
use of the word; 1. 14, *^ Hauns Leyden, or lack Cade** — 
commonplaces of " rebels ** — Hauns » Hans. 

„ ID, L II, ^*livery of Charity** ^9& worn by "charity" boys in the great 
Schools of the metropolis, e.g.^ the Blue-coat boys; 1. 16, 
" reginunt ** = government; 1. 23, ** di/iates not** ^ query — 
deteriorates not, lowers not? 1. 26, ^'Angell** — coin so called. 

„ II, 1. 9, " Tearmer** = keeper of terms — a legal phrase for students, &&, 
at Inns of Court; 1. 20, " ntade a right England's ioy.** "One 
of his most distinct temporary [contemporary ?] allusions is to 
the famous dramatic piece called England*! jfoy, which had 
been written by Vennard, and performed at the Swan Theatre 
in 1603." (Mr. J. P. Collier, as before, vol. ii, p. 105, and 
Cf. ibid, under Vennard). Ibid, *' I clip*d**—q\Maj ''y-cUpt,** 
or called?; L 26, '*Afl«^"=: sugar-cane; L 29, ^^ manuring** 
« cultivation generally, and not merely " dunging " ; 1. 30, 
"modem inclofers** ^ 2& of Commons — an old complaint, as 
an old wrong — see " community " in L 32. 

„ 12, 11. 5-6, ^^ called them after their own names,** Cf. Psalm xlix, v. 11. 

„ 12, 1. 8, " Turm'bull-^reet**—Tiotonom for its "stews"; IL 9-i4--this 
denunciation of tobacco would be as " sweet incense " to the 
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king (James I.); L 12, "/«;/" = ivy; 1. 14, '* Drabby fcUary'' 
— query = dirty celery? — or generally the abominable mixtures 
passed off for "tobacco" then, as since? L 17, **at a Sermon 
in a Kings ChappelL ''Another [allusion], less distinct, is 
found at the close of the ensuing paragraph, which may also be 
taken as a spedman of Parkes's boldness in attacking all classes 

indiscriminately. The last words relate to the famous 

pick-pocket who had been recently hanged for robbing a man 
in the King's presence at the Chapel in Whitehall, regarding 
which transaction a separate pamphlet was published." (Mr. 
J. P. Collier, as before, vol. ii, pp. 105-6); L 5 (from bottom), 
**cUl the naked Sauadages in Virginia " — the Colony was then 
on all men's tongues. 
Page 13, 1. 6, ^^ Poets and Taylors^* — intentionally equivocal, perchance as a 

hit at the notorious John Taylor the Water-Poet. 

„ 14, 1. 3, " One Church-man now a dayes diuides himfelfe intofixe^^ &c — 
a frequently noticed abuse contemporaneously, from the many 
"livings" held by non-residents, and pluralities. 

„ 15, " The Curtaine Drawer of the World'' \ L 4 (from bottom), " Famu- 
liji'*= Familist— of the sect called the Family of Love, 1556. 
1. 2 (firom bottom), " Minion " = darling. 

„ 16, 1. 3, ">aarf>i/" = freighted; L 7, " Ward-like pirate'' ^^tohaibly a 
contemporaneous Sea-Rover, so named; 1. 20, ** fore-Jlow" ^ 
obstruct, delay; L 31, *'^«^ zw»^/"= hood- winked; Ibid, 
*'as the irrational domeJHcke creature to the Jlaughter," what a 
specimen of Euphuism for "a lamb" ! {Isaiah liii, v. 7); last 
line, "<Kjr/5e/i/A" = vomitteth. 
17, 1. 3, " rA»»f«f" = rheums; 1. 12, **a minutes wealth" = wealth of a 
minute; L 18, "Ai/^" = reckoning; 1. 3 (from bottom), **poft- 
pojltaie " SB place-after. 
18, L 8, *' crankes** =^ bends or turnings; 1. 4 (from bottom), ^^ fri^lelfe,^ 
query = strictlesse ? 

„ 20, L 8, "z/fli/^j" = money^;ifts to servants; L 18, ** fore-top'' ^Yiaxc on 
the fore-part of the head. 

„ 21, 11. 10-13, A vivid portraiture of conscience, surely; L 24, ^^ little Spade 
hath drowned" — an illustration fetched from Holland where a 
"little Spade" might work havoc in canal-banks, &c; 1. 26, 
* * efodiated " = dug out 

„ 22, 1. I, " land-fcape" — a noticeable use of the word; 1. 6 (from bottom), 
"ytfr^"=soar. 

" 23, L 7 (from bottom), " Statute-lace" = lace according to value ? 

„ 24, 1. II, *' talents " — an odd use of the word; 1. 23, "mounter"^ 
ascent, or prize. 

„ 24, L 4 (from bottom), ^Himd" = limed (as twigs for catching birds). 

»> 25, 1. 5, "^n/"= furred, ermined; L 6, "/r$^if»/" = precedent; I. 18, 
' teales " «= tails (as of the fish-extremitties of the mermaids). 



ft 



>> 



<< 



Notes and Illustrations. 73 

The Verse. 
Page25, L 4, "/^'* = hinder; L 5, "MV'^hUled — a noticeable word; 

L 15, "i?«^»itfr" = engineer? 
„ 26, L 3, *' Tom the Tapjler" — a now forgotten celebrity and son of 

Bacchus, and so others that follow. 
„ 27, L 8, '^platy Aa/"=» uneven; L 9, "Z<y/j*'= Lais. 
„ 28, L 16, " Mefrumes ** = mushrooms ? 

„ 29, 1. I, "^/!f" = gait = way or path (Northern) in Scotland still com- 
monly used = sheep-walk. So Richard Bamfield : — 

" Schooling his tender Lambs fix>m wanton gates. " 

{The Affeciumate Skepheard, p. 38, Roxbuxgh Club edition, 

by Grosart. ) 
„ 32, L 8, " ^fl»*«j " = links, torches. 
» 34» 1- 2, *^ euetU of euery fenne** the issue or result. 
»» 3S» !• I9» *^ inconftancy,** query — incontinency. 

„ 36, 1. I, *^the German out of Wood-fireet^*^ i,e,, from the prison — a for- 
gotten incident. 
ti 37> !• 9l(from bottom), "5^^" = ivy, sec note on page 12, 1. 12. 
„ 38,1. 10 (from bottom), "»w»/"=mete; L 4. (iWi/) **.appayed*^ = rt- 

paid: 1. 2, (t^u/) ''^aiK^^r9f#/" = bankrupt, as before. 
** 39, 1. 6, (from bottom), " 0/^/m^I^'' = companion, associate. 
„ 42, 1. 2, ** bee capt and kneed'** = be obsequiously approached cap in hand 

and with bowed knee ; 1. 10, "double handed fees"*^ =^ from both 

sides. 
„ 43, L 18, "fome Monopoly or flrange /'o/wi/ "= flagrant abuses under 

Elizabeth and James I. 
„ 45, L 4, ** wanton gaies*^ = gaits, as before: see on page 29, 1. I. 
„ 48^ IL 16-1 7, '* the red crojffeflands at thy doore " — sign of death, an ancient 

funeral custom. 
„ 49,1. 16, **azuringiheirveines": a singular feminine practise. 

50, 1. 17, **vildely" — misprinted videly : vilely; 1. 23, " bandy together'*'* 
= combine and beat to and fro as in ball game. 

51, L 22, *^fower harbenger** : Bishop Hall in his brilliant commendatory 
lines prefixed to Donne's Anatomie, (Cf. next note) calls it ''Of 
the Progress of the soul. The Harbinger to the Progresse. " 
(F. W. L. edition of Donne's Poems, voL i, p. 129.) = fore- 
comer. 

51, last line, **the true anatomy and courfe of the world^* : Dr. Donne's 
two Parts of the Anatomie of the World were jufl issued as the 
Curtaine-Drawer was published, in 1612 : the firft Part 
appeared in 161 1. No doubt the poem is referred to. See 
preceding note. 

„ $2,1.8, (from bottom), "^V/<f " = hospital, as before: 1. 5, {ibid)^ 
"prefidenfes " = precedents. 

», S4» 1. 21, ** unpleated^* = not plaited, or deceiving. 
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55, IL IO-I2. This is from Hocace: — 

Ut jngoleiit homines, fugiiiit de nocte latrones; 
Ut te ipfom fenres, non e rp eii gif oeris? 

KEpi/L i, p. 2, n. 32-3.) 

Page56> 1- ii> "dis-€UnunUd**^2i noticeable word: L 14* '* BUl-maH** =^ 
bearer of a bill-hook — watchman? C£ page 61, 0. 1-4. : last 
line, *^ pranking''* = ziSisxmog. 
** 57f ^ 7» ^^ indent*'* — a somewhat Tivid w<hx], natond from a lawyer, 
wherewith to describe the Tundyldng conrse of the drankaid — 
not unlike the wavy catting of "indenture" parchments; L 5 
(from bottom), "Aii^»&^"= talon-ted; L 2 (liW), ** Sihur- 
bntton and Mace the backe-man!* law-court officia]& 
„ 58, L 12, " Vpon a Coffin by S, /. /?."== Sir John DaTies, among whose 
Poems I have included this trifle^ ¥oL ii, p. I15 (2 vols. Chatto 
and Windns, 1876); L 19, ** In Vnlponem*'—ihA S. R. was 
no doubt S[amuel] R[owlands]. Mr. CoUier thus writes of 
these lines: — ''It is not rery dear, owing to its temporazy 
application, but it refers, among other points, to the fiunons old 
satire called "Reynard the Fox," and to Ben Jonson'sjplay, 
Valpino (voL ii, p. 107). Very doubtful l e fe iences. 
60, L I, '* tinder-box** — represented now by our ludfer matrhfs. 
68,1.2, " affi«af& " = anvil, door-knocker; last line, ** Pioners"^ ^ 
pioneers — the mutes preceding the hearse; Und^ XL 22-3, after 
the Latin, 

"Mors fceptia ligonibus aequat** 

which Livesey^^the old Puritan — has rendered: — 

" There is no difference: Death hath made 
Equal the sceptre and the fpade." (p. 66. ) 

So too Boethiu's, De Cons, Pkil.^ lib. ii, metr. 7, IL 13, I4.-— 

Involuit humile paiiter et oelfum caput 
iEquatque fummis infima. 

which Giles Fletcher makes "speak English," thus: — 
" Death and the Grane, make euen all eflates. 
There, high, and low, and rich, and poor are mates." 

(Poems, by Grosart, p. 261; Chatto and Windns, 1876.) G. 
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Notes and Illustrations. 75 

VIII. WILLIAM PARKES. 

Page 9, I. 8, * Adamantine^ —\ax^i or rather over-hard, wants a (,) or (;) after 

* honour,^ 
,, 10, 1. 23, * diftateSy'^ misprint for ^distastes.* 

11, I. 9, * 7<w;'»'/^'=keeper of terms, as also (as here) one who comes 
up from the country for that ^ime whether as suitor at law or 
visitor, &c. 

12, 1. 28, ^afpidet^s web.* See Bacon, Apophthegm 291 ; the source of 
the saying being Plutarch's Life of Solon, where it is attributed 
to Anacharsis. 

I7> !• 34» '^'^/ftferfl/f,* misprint for * obliterate •,* last I., * exorbitant* ^liz 

etymological signification. 
18, 1. I, ' illimitlefs * is, I suppose, only an Author's slip : ' immensur- 
able* — brought direct from the Latin instead of through French 
like the prevailing form of the word. 
23f I* 33> *Jlatute lace * is a jesting allusion to the statute caps (of wool) 

worn by citizens. 
24, 1. II, and note — * talents* —\z!iQVi% (old spelling) — "tallented" in 
this sense is used on the margin of the Authorised Version of 
the Bible {Jer, c. xii. v. 9), in old editions ; 1. 23, * mounter,* 
probably a misprint for * venter* (venture). 
27, 1. II, Query, for * thrift* read * shrift,* 
„ 28, 1. 16, * me/rumes* — the collocation of cedars and mushrooms is a 
reminiscence of Southwell :— 

** He that high growth to cedars did beftowe, 
Gave alfo lowly mujhrumps leave to grow." 

Fuller Worthier Library edn., /. 69. 
32, 1. 8, '^»/>fj'= light brushwood in faggots or otherwise; 11. 12-14, 
obviously a reminiscence of Sir John Davies :•— 
^' So might the heir, whofe father hath in play 
Wailed a thoufand pounds of ancient rent. 
By painful earning of one groat a day 
Hope to reftore the patrimony fpent." 
42, 1. 23, *underfold* — not a bad variation of ^ enfold,* \iyi\ apparently 
the coinage never went current 
,, 48, 11. 16-17, ' red croffe* — used during the time of plague or pestilence 

to denote a death from this. 
»> 55> '• I7> *f^ ^ whofe yeares* Query — read *for he who wears'? or 

' beares ' ? 
,, 58, L 19, */« Volponem* — Co)X\tx*% 'notion' that there is here a 
reference to Ben Jonson's Fox is inept ; for in this latter 
Volpone does not die. 
,, 60, I. 4, * beta^n^* — takingf state. 

,, 61, 1. 5, also 56, 1. 14, ' ^i//wa« ' = Watchman ; line 13 *curirus* = 
curious. 

(83) 
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